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Act 1: Trouble in the Text 
Over the past year, the 8th grade Sunday school has been exploring the book of Genesis 

with our teacher Steve Fath. We have learned a lot about this book, and it has been great to get 
to know him.  

In the fall, we began at the beginning of the book and talked about creation, and how 
God made the sky; day and night; sun, moon and stars; the earth; plants and animals; and 
humans. And how he rested on the Sabbath.  We talked about the fall, Cain and Abel, Noah, 
and the tower of Babel. 

 
Then we talked about how God promised to make a great nation out of Abraham, and 

how he and Sarah had a child when they were very old. They named him Isaac, or “laughter,” 
because Sarah had laughed when the angels told them they would have a son. 

Isaac and Rebeccah had twins, Jacob and Esau. Jacob deceived Isaac and stole the 
birthright, even though he was a few seconds younger than his brother. Esau got mad at Jacob 
for stealing the birthright, so Jacob escaped and ended up at the house of Laban.   

 
Jacob falls in love with Rachel, who is Laban’s youngest daughter. Laban tells Jacob that 

he can marry Rachel if he works for Laban for seven years, but Laban tricked Jacob and gave 
him Leah instead. So then, Jacob had to work for seven more years to marry Rachel. 

Even though Rachel was Jacob’s favorite wife, Jacob would have 11 children with Leah 
and two servants. Finally, Rachel got pregnant with Joseph and then Benjamin. Let’s hear the 
story of Joseph as a young child. 
 
Act 2: Joseph’s Brothers Sell Him Into Slavery 
Introduction: Because Joseph was the oldest son of Jacob’s favorite wife, Joseph was Jacob’s 
favorite son. His other brothers were jealous of Joseph because Jacob had given him a coat of 
many colors and because Joseph had dreams of his brothers bowing down to him. One day, 
when the brothers were taking care of the flocks, Jacob sent Joseph out to look for them. That’s 
where our story picks up… 
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Jacob, of course, was heartbroken, because he thought he had lost his favorite son. He 

knew that his grandfather Abraham had been promised a great nation, and he hoped that it 
would be fulfilled through his favorite son, Joseph. But the man who had tricked his brother Esau 
out of the birthright had been tricked by his own sons. Trouble had re-entered the world of 
God’s people through people treating each other, even their own brothers, unfairly. 

 
Act 3: Trouble in the World 

That still happens today. We are all part of the family of God, so when we mistreat each 
other, we are mistreating our own brothers and sisters. 

We live in a world where people are often mistreated because of the color of their skin. 
We live in a world where some people have more than others because of where they were 
born, or because of economic opportunities that they have been given. 

 
For example, there is probably enough food in the world to feed everyone, but those of 

us who live in certain countries have more access to this food than people who live in other 
countries. And in fact, even in our country, and in our very community, there are many who go 
without food or a good place to live every day. Because we don’t all have the same 
opportunities, many of God’s people today experience hard times in their lives, including hunger 
and meeting their basic needs.  

 
Act 4: Grace in the text 

But in our text, God used Joseph and gave him the ability to change the world and to 
serve many people.  You see, after Joseph was sold by his brothers, he worked as a slave for a 
man named Potiphar. Potiphar was an officer of Pharaoh, the king of Egypt. The text says that 
God was with Joseph, so he became a successful man. Joseph became the overseer of 
Potiphar’s house and Potiphar put Joseph in charge of all that he had.  

The Bible says that Joseph was a handsome and good-looking man and that Potiphar’s 
wife had cast her eye on him. She told Joseph to lie with her, but he refused, saying, “How then 
could I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” She asked him two more times and the 
third time she grabbed him by the robe and demanded that he lie with her.  Joseph fled and left 
his robe behind in her hands. Potiphar’s wife then accused Joseph of trying to seduce her, and 
Joseph was sent to prison. 

 
After Joseph was in prison for a while, the chief baker and cupbearer were also sent to 

prison for offending the Pharaoh. They both had dreams. Joseph interpreted that the cupbearer 
would be released from prison and return to his job, but that the baker would be executed in 
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three days. When they were released, both dreams came true. Though Joseph had asked the 
cupbearer to remember him when he was released, the cupbearer did not. 

 
Two years later, the Pharaoh had a dream. He dreamt of seven fat cows, but then seven 

skinny cows came along and ate the fat cows. He woke up and then fell asleep again. This time, 
he dreamt that there were seven ears of grain that were good and plump, but that seven thin 
ears came along and swallowed the seven good ones.  

No one could interpret Pharaoh’s dreams, but eventually the cupbearer remembered 
how Joseph had interpreted his dreams. He told Pharaoh about the young Hebrew who was 
with him in prison and had interpreted his dreams and how the dreams had come true.  

 
So Pharaoh sent for Joseph and told him about his dream. Joseph interpreted that there 

would be seven good, plentiful years in Egypt, followed by seven years of famine. He proposed 
that Pharaoh choose an overseer to take one-fifth of the produce in the good years and store 
them to have enough food to make it through the seven years of famine. Pharaoh is pleased 
with the idea and put Joseph, a Hebrew, in power as an overseer of all the produce in Egypt.  

Our story picks up from here… 
 
Act 5: Joseph chooses to forgive his brothers 
Introduction: Joseph managed the grain through the famine, and Egypt was the only place with 
food. The famine was very severe and was also felt in Canaan, where Jacob and his family lived. 
When Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he sent all his sons except his youngest, 
Benjamin, to buy some. When they arrived, Joseph recognized his brothers, but they did not 
recognize him. Joseph acted harshly to them and treated them as spies. The brothers denied this, 
saying they were from Canaan and that their youngest brother was at home with their father.  

Joseph tested them by placing the brother Simeon in prison and asking the others to go 
home and bring the youngest brother back with them. But Joseph also had his servants put the 
brothers’ money in their bags with their food. When the servants arrived home and found the 
money, they were very afraid. They told their father Jacob everything that had happened and 
he grieved over the imprisonment of Simeon. 

After a while the grain ran out. Jacob told them to go buy more grain, and finally 
consented to allow Benjamin to go with them. The brothers returned and presented 
themselves to Joseph again. Joseph sold his brothers food, but he also hid a silver cup in one of 
their bags. After the brothers left, Joseph sent one of his servants after them. The servant 
stopped them, searched the bags, discovered the cup, and hauled them back to Joseph to be 
punished as thieves. Was Joseph paying back his brothers for all they had done to him? Let's 
find out… 
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Act 6: Grace in the world 
So God used Joseph to change the world and to serve and save his people. And in the 

same way that God put Joseph in position to serve his people thousands of years, God still gives 
each of us the ability to change the world by serving people today. 

 
For example, one Wednesday in the fall, our Junior MYF went to Church Community 

Services in Elkhart. We helped make Soup of Success mixes. They have soup mixes, trail mixes, 
and dips for sale, made by people like us who also go there to volunteer. But these things are 
also by women who are receiving training. CCS also has classes for women in need of support. 
Some of the classes include a computer class and a job skills class. The classes are mostly for 
single women. Two of the ladies learning skills were there helping us when we were making the 
Soup of Success mixes. After making the mixes the lady in charge showed us around the 
building. They also have a food pantry. They told us they always need bags so we decided to 
collect bags for them and we still are. If you bring in bags, you can put them in the barrel by the 
mailboxes. 

 
At Goshen Middle School there is also a program that helps families who don’t have 

enough food to eat. They give backpacks with food to the kids each weekend to take home to 
their families. These are kids who receive free and reduced-price lunches at school. Each family 
gets different amounts, depending on how many people are in their family. The food that they 
get is food that does not need to be refrigerated over the weekend. They try and keep it a 
secret of who gets these bags. The kids usually find them in their lockers or they have to go 
down to the office to get them at the end of the day. This year our JYF volunteered there as 
well. We packed and prepared to be handed out on the following Friday. 

 
And in late February, we went downtown to the Farmers Market, where people lined up 

and waited for a good hundred feet away from the entrance. Inside of the Farmers Market there 
was a humongous selection of unique handmade bowls donated by the Goshen Clay Artists 
Guild. A total of 910 bowls were donated this year. For a donation of 15 dollars, which goes to 
help fight hunger, you get your bowl filled with very delicious soup. This year the money went to 
Goshen Interfaith Hospitality Network. You get to keep your bowl and take it home. This year 
670 people attended, donating a total of 10,600 dollars. Those people stand outside and wait 
for an hour and a half to be a part of this event. As a group, we talked about what it means to 
be hungry. 
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And in a few weeks, we will be taking part in Pay it Forward. On that night, the junior 
Mennonite Youth Fellowship hopes to give away money to complete strangers on the street to 
pay for needed goods, such as food and gas. The money comes from donations that the 
congregation kindly gives. Last year we visited the Center for Healing and Hope, where we gave 
more than $400 to the center and were still able to give away $500 in the community. 

On the night of Pay it Forward, the group splits into smaller groups of about 3 to 4 
people in it. The group is then given an envelope containing the money that the group will give 
away. After they receive the cash, they can then choose where they wish to hand out the 
money; with the most favorite places being 7-11, Taco Time, and Wal-Mart. Some people are 
glad to receive the money, but sometimes we have experienced trouble giving it away. The two 
major reasons for this are that either the person(s) don't speak English, which might requires a 
Spanish speaker to step in, or the person(s) is too independent to take the money.  When we 
talked about it, we realize that we, too, sometimes have a hard time receiving gifts, but it has 
been a meaningful, learning activity for us. 

As you leave the service today, you will have the opportunity to contribute to this 
project by putting money in the baskets we will have at the door. We gratefully appreciate your 
contributions to this activity and to our community. 

 
As members of the JYF, we have each been given gifts from God. And we are called to 

use our gifts to serve the people around us. You have been given gifts as well. And you are also 
called to use your gifts to serve the people around you. Please join us as we change the world 
together. 

 


