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I. Intro: I know not all of you care about sports, but here’s a current events question:
Did you catch the big basketball news this week?

A. No, not talking about how Indiana Pacers or Chicago Bulls did in the NBA
playoffs … Talking about the great rejoicing that happened this week in
Lawrence, Kansas (my home state)

1. Later this year Kansas University is expecting the arrival of maybe the
most celebrated Canadian athlete ever on their campus

a) Andrew Wiggins is considered the #1 high school basketball player in
country. He actually hails from Toronto, but played in Huntington, W.V..

b) Some are already comparing him to the potential of NBA superstars
Lebron James or Michael Jordan

c) KU coach Bill Self already said this week’s news of Wiggins’ signing
with Kansas was like a “second Christmas” for him

2. Wiggins is such a top prospect that most analysts predict he’ll spend
only one year in college before declaring for the NBA draft, which could
set him up to be a millionaire at the age of 19 or 20.

B. In the American sports world, there’s a word for that kind of thing, when an
athlete spends only one year in college before jumping to the big money in
the pros: “one and done”

1. If that’s what happens with Andrew Wiggins, he’ll be in good company
…

2. many NBA players have done the same thing, from superstar Carmelo
Anthony to the hole Wiggins will try to fill in the Kansas roster because
Ben McLemore this year is also “one and done”

C. The phrase “One and done” can apply to other situations in our culture
besides athletes leaving college early

1. “One and done” is not just about the money, it’s also a fairly good
descriptor of the impatient, short-term outlook that characterizes much of
our society today

a) We see “one and done” in the relentless 24/7 news cycle that leads us
to forget the headlines we saw yesterday because that’s “so five minutes
ago”

b) We see “one and done” in politicians who count on us not remember-
ing the votes they cast and the policies they promoted when re-election
time rolls around

2. I’m not sure if “one and done” is merely a reflection of our culture’s
short attention span, or if it also helps cause it.
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3. Honestly, how many of you remember any of the points from Lyle’s
sermon last week?

a) (It’s okay, he’s not here today)

b) How many of you remember anything from my sermon two weeks
ago? (Don’t worry, I don’t always retain details from my own sermons
after a couple of months …)

4. So … I’ve described “one and done,” but what does it have to do with
our worship of God today?

II. Whether we admit it or not, we tend to treat the Pentecost story like a “one
and done”

A. Now let’s be clear: What happened at Pentecost in Jerusalem about the
year 30 is one of the most important events in Christian history

1. Junior youth presented a simplified version of the story this morning so
that we could reenter those powerful moments

2. For us Christians, the coming of the power of God in the form of an
ever-present Spirit within us is a dramatic and crucial story that we must
continue to retell

B. But frankly, one of the reasons we have to keep telling it is because, for
most of us, that’s so “2,000 years ago”

1. We may talk with reverence about what happened on that day in
Jerusalem at the birthday of the church, but our language implies that the
Holy Spirit was poured out to us only at that first Christian Pentecost

2. It sounds as if whatever amount of transformative Holy Spirit energy
was dispensed that day, we’ve got to recirculate it and make it last,
because Pentecost happened only once.

3. As far as most of us Christians today are concerned, Pentecost is
basically, a “one and done” thing

C. This morning I’m here to say that’s simply not true

1. The Holy Spirit has been poured out into human lives with resulting
positive changes countless times since then:

a) You could say that, even in the Book of Acts in the Bible, there was
more than one Pentecost.

(1) Perhaps you might recall one thing from Lyle’s sermon last
week: that this book of the Bible should more accurately be called
“The Acts of the Holy Spirit”

(2) After all, the Spirit was poured out and active in chapter 8 with
Apostle Philip baptizing the Ethiopian eunuch;
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(3) and in chapter 9, there was a powerful demonstration of the
Spirit at work in the conversion of Paul on the road to Damascus,
and the list goes on

b) And ongoing Christian history as we know it in the West has many
more examples of great Holy Spirit movement beyond just the first-
century church:

(1) There was the Protestant Reformation 500 years ago, that
produced the Anabaptist movement

(2) There were the first and second “great awakenings” in the 18th

and 19th centuries in North America,

(3) There was the so-called Pentecostal movement of the 1960s
and 70s, which still has some influence today

(4) And now in our own day, we can point to a growing spiritual
hunger among people who sense that there’s more to life than what
science and consumerism alone can satisfy (thanks to David Lose,
http://www.workingpreacher.org/craft.aspx?post=2573)

2. My friends, Pentecost is not a “one and done” phenomenon!

a) In a column in Leader magazine, our former pastor Tina Schlabach
wrote about an unintended problem when we do reenactments of that Acts
2 story:

(1) She said sometimes it gives the dubious message that our
community’s experience of the Spirit should be just like this one.

(2) She goes on to note that the good news is that the Acts 2 story
is not a benchmark for what church should look like

b) I’m grateful to Tina for that, if in fact it helps free us from guilt for not
experiencing God’s Spirit moving in just that way

(1) But, brothers and sisters, that doesn’t mean the only Pentecost
worth talking about is the one from almost 2,000 years ago

(2) And it doesn’t mean Pentecost doesn’t keep happening!

3. Pentecost is not over!

III. That shouldn’t be surprising, if we pay attention to what Jesus said in our
Gospel reading

A. What we heard Jesus speaking was part of his so-called “farewell
discourse”

1. Jesus is preparing his disciples for his departure from earth, and for
ministry responsibility to be transferred to them
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2. When Philip says to Jesus, “Show us the Father, and we’ll be
satisfied,” the Lord’s first response is to appeal to them simply to take it on
faith that he and the heavenly Father are one.

a) Knowing how difficult this belief seems for them, Jesus then goes a
step further and invites their belief on the basis of all the amazing works
that the Father has done through him

b) But after saying that, Jesus makes an astounding promise in John
14:12: “The one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and,
in fact, will do greater works than these, because I am going to the
Father.”

3. Are you kidding me? How are we supposed to believe that?

a) You and I who believe in Jesus are going to do greater things than he
did, the one who raised Lazarus from the dead?

b) Doesn’t that sound far-fetched … impossible?

B. This has always been a puzzling statement of Jesus … How are we to
understand it?

1. Does “greater things” mean qualitatively greater … like better or more
impressive kinds of works? I don’t see how

2. Does “greater things” mean quantitative, like we’ll do more healing and
teaching around the world than Jesus could ever physically do himself? I
think that’s possible, but there’s probably more to it that than

3. Some of the answer comes next in v. 13, “I will do whatever you ask in
my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son” Take notice of
two things in this verse:

a) It starts with “I will do” … the subject of the verb changes

(1) We had heard that the believer in Jesus will do greater works

(2) But now Jesus says “I will do whatever you ask ….” If you
recall that Jesus is going away and he promises the Holy Spirit, to
be with them and in them, the implication is that the Spirit of Jesus
in them will be doing these greater works through them.

(3) If believers are going to do greater things than Jesus did, it’s
not on their own human power alone that those things will get done

b) The second thing to notice: “so that the Father may be glorified in the
Son”

(1) This echoes the words of Jesus in 13:31 “Now the Son of Man
has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.”

(2) It was important to Jesus that the people who saw his good
works gave glory to God the Father, and not just to Jesus himself



5/19/13 “’Not another ‘One and Done’”

Texts: Acts 2:1-30; John 14:8-17 (Pentecost) 5

(a) So, the works that we do in the name of Jesus and by
the power of that promised Spirit … where is glory going
in this case? (not supposed to be back to us!)

(b) Answer: The Father is being glorified in the Son …
Because they are united, doing the same work, when we
continue that work in Jesus’ name, both Father and Son get
the glory.

(3) You could say that the works we do by the Spirit’s power
produce double glory!

(4) They may not be greater in the kind of works they are, but they
are greater in the expanding glory that they produce for God (see
Willard Swartley, Believers Church Bible Commentary: John, p.
344, ©2013 Herald Press)

IV. Sometimes we struggle to believe that Pentecost keeps happening … until we
see it for ourselves

A. So where has Pentecost been happening in our experiences at
Waterford?

1. Let me speak from my own experience: To me, there was a span of
about four years from 2007 to 2011 when it felt like there was a Holy Spirit
movement of new things, energizing things going on at WMC

a) Started w/ our practice of a Dwelling in the Word worship series from
Mark chapter 6, with Jesus feeding the 5000

b) During that series was my most memorable communion service ever
… it was a “picnic in February” where we had some pews around the
outside of the sanctuary but most of us received communion on blankets
and lawn chairs right here on Sunday morning in winter!

2. This remarkable series resulted in several noteworthy things:

a) Book of poetry by Elaine Jarvis, inspired by this Scripture and our
experience of staying with it for six weeks

b) Sparked by Jesus’ challenging words in Mark 6:37 “You give them
something to eat,” I sensed a new energy in our congregation to connect
with the neighbors around our church

c) Specifically, we had three “missional experiments” that flowed out of
that series and continued for several more years:

(1) Bluegrass on the Lawn

(2) Summer camps and other initiatives with Prairie View
Elementary School
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(3) Joint bilingual worship times with the Adulam and Buen Pastor
Latino congregations

3. When I think of that whole time in our congregational life, that was
another Pentecost!

a) But that’s just my perspective. I invite you, later today or this week, to
name other Pentecosts you’ve experienced here at Waterford.

b) Talk about it in a Sunday school class or small group or with your
family.

c) I’d love to get emails from you so we could make a list of Pentecosts
we’ve had here at Waterford.

B. But why stop in the past? Where are the Pentecost moments happening
these days? Where might our next Pentecost be?

1. I don’t know, but I do know that Pastor Cindy has been working with
our Mission and Service Ministry Team on several exciting connecting
points with our neighbors in Goshen

a) On August 25 we’ll host a public summer festival in the spirit of
Bluegrass on the Lawn

b) We also plan to support existing mentoring relationships with some
special needs students at Prairie View Elementary School.

c) And we may in the fall provide some after school homework help for
Waterford Elementary School students who live in Roxbury Park in
Goshen

2. It’s not just in organized church activities that we may recognize
Pentecost in our midst …

a) Two weeks ago we heard Sharon Burkholder sharing about the Spirit
prompting her into a growing relationship with a teenage neighbor girl
from a different background

b) Might the Spirit be blowing strongly within you to respond in some
caring but risky way to a need you’re encountering?

V. Conclusion

A. Let me wish you, “Happy Birthday, church!” Children, here’s your chance,
let’s hear those party noisemakers! (pause) … let them remind you how the
global church traces its roots to that great Pentecost day almost 2,000 years ago

B. But remember also that the Pentecostal movement of God’s spirit is not
a “one and done”

C. So the bigger question I leave with you today is, “Do you have the spiritual
eyes and ears to recognize Pentecost in our midst?”


