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I am thankful for this opportunity to be here. I am also happy to be able to share the words of God
with my fellow Waterford members, especially during this special moment for congratulating the
high school seniors who are graduating and heading to college and into the world.

I feel not only joyful and thankful, but also fearful and nervous. I don’t understand much hearing
from you. And I am very limited in terms of how much I can express my thoughts completely in
English.

There was one time when I stood up during the sharing time to inform about Korean students. But
when the service was over, my younger son came to me and said, “You did a good job, Dad;
however, my teacher didn’t understand you very well.” This is my fear and my nervousness. But
today, I feel strong because my son is standing next to me.

I remember those days when my family first came to the United States. I remember those days
when my sons were afraid to speak English. But now, he is my coach and tells me what to say. He
is translating my words right now.

Because I am his dad, I have been watching Byeong Chan since when he was born. I remember
vividly the moment when he took his first step, when he first said “Mom” and “Dad.” But now, he
is a man, and he is standing next to me to do his part,

This is a joy, an excitement, and a pride. I’m not the only one who feels this way. I guarantee you
that all parents would feel the same way for their children.

Bless all parents for serving and caring for the children with inexplicable love and sometimes in
tears.

Thank you, the Waterford community, for being a good mentor in life and being a source of our
faith.

Thank you, the graduating seniors, for finishing successfully. You will be done pretty soon, and
your enthusiasm and hard work that you have shown will be a good seed for your successful future.
You are our joy, excitement, and pride.

Two days ago, I had a chance to go and see the ECA high school graduation. I remember the
student speaker saying, “We are happy and excited that we’ve just finished one page of our life;
meanwhile, we are also afraid and nervous for the new page that lies in front of us.”

We all understand how you guys feel, because we have either experienced it in the past, or we are
still experiencing it. Joy and excitement, fear and nervousness—these are the two sides of life. It’s
like how the door always has two sides: the entrance and the exit. Life is like climbing a
mountain—we feel happy and excited when we reach the top. And life is also like crossing a
desert—it brings fear and nervousness when an unexpected wind changes the shape of the desert,



making everything uncertain. Therefore life is often compared to climbing a mountain and
crossing a desert.

What can we do during the moments when we feel both happiness and fear? What should we do?

Today, we see in the Bible the people of Israel confronting the same situation. And they hear the
advice from Moses when it might be the last time the leader Moses can be with the Israelites
heading to the Promised Land.

This is the background: Moses headed toward God’s Promised Land with the people of Israel.
They went through many experiences and spent 40 years in the desert. The first generations who
came with Moses were all gone, and the 2nd generations have heard of the miraculous Promised
Land and wished to enter the land. And now, they are looking at it. How joyful could they be?
Their memories of 40 years in the desert would’ve gone through their minds. Some of them might
have thought about their parents who couldn’t enter the land.

But God told them that no one from the exile except for Joshua and Caleb could enter the land,
not even the powerful leader Moses. They probably were shocked by this, because they heard that
the people in the land are tall and strong. The Israelites probably wondered if they can win with-
out Moses. The people were afraid of the uncertain future right after being excited about entering
the Promised Land. Just like me and the graduating seniors.

Then Moses gathered them. He reminded them how God worked with them during the 40 years
in the desert. He advises them what to do and repeatedly asks them to follow God’s order. This
advice from Moses to the people became the book of Deuteronomy. We have read the second
sermon of the three sermons.

The LORD our God made a covenant with us at Mount Sinai.
It was not with our fathers that the LORD made this covenant,
but with us, with all of us who are alive here today. (Deuteronomy 5:2-3)

Today’s passage consists of three parts: The first sentence talks about how God and Israel made a
promise at Mount Sinai.

In the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on the very day—they came to the
Desert of Sinai. … “‘Now if you obey me fully and keep my covenant, then out of all
nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole earth is mine, you will be
for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words you are to speak to the
Israelites.” (Exodus 19:1, 5-6)

The second sentence says the promise was not made with our ancestors. According to the Exodus
chapter 19, God had made the promise with our ancestors. Then why does Moses say that the
promise was not made with the ancestors? Was the news that he couldn’t get into the Promised
Land to shocking for him? Or is he too old to remember? None of these is right. Moses did
remember clearly and vividly. He is the only one who can transfer clear message. How can we
understand what he says here?

Moses says, “This promise is …” after the second sentence.



I don’t know how much you guys know about Eastern tradition. But this passage is revolutionary
in Eastern culture. In Eastern culture, it is usual for the first child to receive all the resources. If
that is not possible, other children continue the parents’ business. Some of them did not have a
choice but to follow the parents’ decisions. There’s an old tradition that the parents used to pick
the marriage partner for their child. Therefore we can understand why Esau was so angry with
Jacob who took his privilege, because it was unnatural and it threatened Esau’s role in the family.

So the 2nd generation of the Israel thought going to the Promised Land was something that God
and their ancestors have previously agreed on. But Moses clearly says that this promise is not
between God and the ancestors but is between God and you guys who are living today.

What is he referring to?

We can understand the meaning of this through Jesus’ crucifixion. Jesus died for us about 2000
years ago. Is that correct? The place he died was Golgotha. Is that correct? But after 2000 years far
away from that Israel, when we admit that Jesus died for forgiveness of our sins, the experience
becomes specific relationship between Jesus and me. We experience the time-transcending
salvation.

The promise that was made between Israel and God at the Mount Sinai could be understood in
the same way. This was only one event that happened at a specific place, at a specific time. But to
the people who are devoted to live by the faith, this event continues here today. This is not given
to us just because our father is a pastor. This is not given to us from having faithful family
traditions. It does not come from money, honor, or just good morals. It only comes to us when the
person confesses in faith here today. That is the promise of God, and the salvation of the
crucifixion.

“Who are alive here today” in the Waterford community. It’s the graduating seniors who are
afraid of the new future. It is our Waterford community members who live through this developing
21st century. If you agree that you are alive here today, then remember that God is calling you to
be the people of God today at this place. As long as we remember God, he is our God, he is our
father. He will open the path in every situation, and he will be with us forever.

In a book named Shifting Sands, the columnist Steve Donahue wrote about “Six Rules of Desert
Travel” as he compared life to crossing a desert. There’s one thing I remember from the book:
“What we need to cross the desert is a compass, not a map.” We cannot anticipate everything that
comes in our lives. What we have to do during those moments is to check if we are going on a
right direction.

Check if your compass of life is pointing toward God no matter what situation lies in the future.
Believe that we are called by God to be his people here today. He gives us power and wisdom; his
words will shine and show our path.


