
 2 Kings 22:15-20 

New Revised Standard Version (NRSV) 

15 She declared to them, “Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Tell the man who sent you to 

me, 16 Thus says the LORD, I will indeed bring disaster on this place and on its inhabitants—all 

the words of the book that the king of Judah has read. 17 Because they have abandoned me and 

have made offerings to other gods, so that they have provoked me to anger with all the work of 

their hands, therefore my wrath will be kindled against this place, and it will not be quenched. 
18 But as to the king of Judah, who sent you to inquire of the LORD, thus shall you say to him, 

Thus says the LORD, the God of Israel: Regarding the words that you have heard, 19 because your 

heart was penitent, and you humbled yourself before the LORD, when you heard how I spoke 

against this place, and against its inhabitants, that they should become a desolation and a curse, 

and because you have torn your clothes and wept before me, I also have heard you, says the 

LORD. 20 Therefore, I will gather you to your ancestors, and you shall be gathered to your grave 

in peace; your eyes shall not see all the disaster that I will bring on this place.” They took the 

message back to the king. 



This has been a heavy week for our sister, Pastor Velma. Her father died on Tuesday night, and 

she was scheduled to preach this week. As Velma often does, she had worked ahead, and so her 

sermon for this morning was nearly done, so I agreed to preach it on her behalf. A couple people 

have asked, and no I did not insert any baseball illustrations.  I’m preaching what she had 

written, so when I use the word “I,” for example, I’m speaking for Velma.  

Let’s pray. 

Dear God, may the words of ALL of our mouths and the meditations of ALL of our hearts be 

acceptable in your sight, our Rock and our Redeemer. Amen. 

-------------------------------------------------------- 

Mark just read for you the final section of a text that we have been exploring together. The full 

story is included in the bulletin and I read parts of it to the children as well.  (II Kings 22:3 – 

23:3. 

And well then -- these are hard words to hear.  The prophetess Huldah is speaking words of 

promised disaster; words that would make you shrink from hearing.  I wonder if the men who 

came to Huldah wanted to cover their ears, for surely they and their children would be the ones 

who would suffer from this prophetic word.  The King in fact was the only one who would not 

suffer the exile since he repented of the evil in the land and tore down the godless worship. 

Now, I must confess to you that I have shrunk from these kinds of words in the Old Testament.  

Studying this scripture and others in the Old Testament put me in touch again with how much I 

don’t like this part of the Bible.   I have real trouble with a God who destroys, kills and abandons 

people.  A God who sometimes seems to not protect and value women.  Who is this God? This 

God does not look like the God of the New Testament, or the Jesus who is one with God. Is this 

really the same God we know and love?   The Old Testament is at times a bloody book, one you 

might want to warn your children about reading.    

So as I sat with this passage for the last month or so I kept asking myself, what is the message I 

need to hear and what is the message that you need to hear?  And I admit, given my distaste for 

this message, I have thought, prayed, talked to others, and stressed over what is the word for 



today.  I even tried to bribe Mike Yordy into preaching this sermon. With money! But he 

declined. 

So here we are. This morning, I want us to think together about who Huldah was, and what we 

can learn from her, and then think about how we want to go into “Year of the Bible” which we 

will begin next Sunday. 

Huldah was, I learned, a teacher. She is one who quite likely taught Josiah as a young boy, so it 

made sense that the king would send his messengers to her to hear her words of prophecy. 

So Josiah and the delegation he sent must have had confidence in Huldah.  The must have known 

that she was a woman of God, that she had a knowledge and understanding of God’s laws, and 

that she could be trusted to bring the word of God to them. 

After all, 

- Huldah was a woman who was faithful to what God asked of her. She gave the word 

of the Lord, not knowing what the reaction would be on her hearers.  This was not an 

easy or gracious prophecy. It is one of judgment, disaster and pain. We often think of 

God being faithful to us, but what does it mean for us to be faithful to God, to our call – 

to what God has entrusted us with? 

I wonder where and to what has God called you?  What does it mean for you to be faithful, even 

when that could mean bringing forth a troubling word?  Young or old we are called to be about 

God’s work, whether it in prayer and encouragement or in action.  And sometimes that work can 

be difficult like this summer, for example, we heard stories from the MYF about how they were 



stretched beyond their comfort zone on service trip, when a small handful of them gave 

leadership to a couple hundred students, many of them not a whole lot younger than the MYFers 

themselves.  Huldah was faithful to what God asked of her. 

- Huldah was also confident in God.  Huldah knew who she was in God and that gave her 

confidence.  She was a woman who knew the scriptures, one who was trusted to speak 

God’s truth, one who had inner strength and was self-assured.  It does not appear that she 

was daunted by the king’s delegation who had come to inquire of her.  

What is the message God has called you to give?  Not many of us will be called upon to 

prophecy, but what has God called you to, to speak with confidence, to call others to action or 

contemplation?  Can you speak with confidence?  I am reminded of the statements of faith given 

by six youth last week when they were baptized. That was speaking with confidence!  And 

Huldah was confident in God. 

- Third, Huldah seems to have an inner peace that is not shaken by the message she is to 

give -- even though it was a harsh message. She is straight forward, seemingly unafraid 

of what the men would think or do to her.  I believe her inner peace came not from 

speaking her own truth but the truth God had given to her.  She doesn’t appear to be 

either arrogant or down trodden. Instead, she simply shares from a deep place within that 

allowed her to give the message. 

From where do you speak and act?  Is there a sense of deep peace where you are not 

afraid to be who you are, who God has called you to be?  Huldah had that inner peace.  

That is who Huldah was. 

 



I believe who Huldah was can be instructive to our beginning the “Year of the Bible” 

next week.  I sometimes wonder if we have, like the people in Josiah’s time also lost our 

Book of the Law?  Have we like the Israelites also gone our own way, worshiping other 

gods?  Or even, have we sometimes worshiped the book and not the God of the book, 

thus losing the book in the process?  Have we listened to our culture, our news media, our 

politicians, our secular society, our fears, our doubts, thus making the Bible say what we 

want it to say?  Have we like the Israelites lost our Book in the very house we are to 

worship, have we preached and taught our own gospel, hoping God would be pleased and 

smile on us?   

Sometimes I wonder if it is more important to us to be right about what we believe, rather 

than what our relationship is to God and to each other?  Are we guilty of withholding 

love from those that are different, just because we say, “the Bible says so?”  Has the 

biblical “one-n” canon become our two-n ‘cannon’ to shoot each other down?  Is the 

Bible a flat book for us, one that makes us say for sure, “this is what it means”? Or can 

we say we are trying to understand, we are listening to God and each other, and we are 

not so sure, we are open. 

For example I wonder how many of us have changed our minds about what scripture says 

since we were 10, 20 or 30?  Raise your hand if you have changed your mind!  I wonder 

if there are places in scripture where rules/laws were changed for something other? 

As I prepared for this sermon I read one of Martin Lehman’s blog posts and here 

is part of it.  He is quoting retired pastor and Bible professor Don Blosser by permission.  

He lists a good number of times when followers have struggled with biblical 

interpretation. 



 1. In Acts 15, Paul and Barnabas chose not to circumcise Gentiles as they came into Christian 

Faith.  This put them at variance with 1200 years of Jewish religious practice. A conference was 

held where the church accepted the action [of Paul and Barnabas] and gave a new interpretation 

of scripture to support this change. Not everyone agreed with the decision, but space was made 

within the church for this new understanding.  

2.The 16th Century Anabaptists chose not to baptize infants. This put them at variance with over 

1000 years of church history. Church leaders tried to stop them but our religious parents stood 

firm, and gradually space was made within the church for this new faith practice. Now adult 

baptism is accepted, even by those who do not practice it themselves. 

3.  [In the early 1920s] some leaders in the Mennonite Church were moving to [what was 

perceived as] a modernist approach to faith.  The church said NO to this new direction, and the 

Board of Education even closed Goshen College. In 1924 Goshen College was re-opened with a 

renewed vision and leadership.  And over the years, space has been made in the Mennonite 

church for a wider interpretation of Faith. 

4.  In 1948 Eastern Mennonite College [what we now know as Eastern Mennonite University] 

admitted an African American student. This put them at variance with the culture of the church 

at that time. Seven years later, the Virginia Conference moved to integrate racially and serve 

communion to African American members. Not all churches agreed with this decision, but space 

was made to be more inclusive of persons from other racial backgrounds.  

5.  Just a half century, around 1960, John Mosemann, then the pastor at College Mennonite, 

publicly indicated that he had changed his mind on divorce. With this decision he was at 

variance with the Mennonite Church. Not all churches have yet incorporated that decision into 

their own congregational polity, but in most Mennonite congregations, we have made space for 

congregations who accept divorced persons.  

6.  In Illinois, Freeport Mennonite Church had a man marry into the congregation who had been 

a leader in a different church group.  This man believed that being rebaptized as an adult would 

be seen as a denial of his past faith and church leadership. The Freeport congregation chose to be 

at variance with the denomination on adult baptism, and accepted him upon personal confession 

of faith. 

7.  In the 1960’s some young women stopped wearing their prayer “coverings”. This action put 

them at variance with the official position of the Mennonite Church. They did not demand that 

other women had to change.  They only asked for acceptance for themselves in how they read 

scripture.  Today, there are still congregations where the covering is expected of most women.  

But space has been given for those women for whom the prayer covering is not required.  

9.  In 1971 the Lombard (Illinois) Mennonite Church asked to ordain Emma Richards as co-

pastor. This action put them at variance with the official position of the Mennonite Church. 

Lombard Mennonite did not insist that every church ordain a woman, they simply asked for 

space in living out their sense of God’s leading.  Not every congregation agrees with the 

ordination of women.  But space has been given for women in leadership by most conferences.  

http://www.oldmennofools.com/pages/?p=8787
http://www.oldmennofools.com/pages/?p=8787


(And as an aside, our congregation here played a significant role in that change when we became 

the first congregation within Indiana-Michigan Conference to call a husband-wife team to 

ministry when Del and Charlotte Holsopple Glick came here in the early 1980s. She was one of 

the first women to serve in our conference, and later became the first full-time woman 

conference minister in the Mennonite Church.) 

10. And now last year, First Mennonite Church of Denver called a member of the congregation 

to be its pastor. This woman’s marriage relationship is at variance with the Mennonite Church 

position on sexuality. The congregation itself processed the decision, and the conference 

accepted the decision. Neither the congregation nor Mountain States Conference insisted that any 

other congregation come to the same position. They only asked for space in the Mennonite 

Church to be faithful to their understanding of scripture and the leading of the Holy Spirit.   

As Christians, it appears that we have changed much from where we have been. And yes, 

we will continue to change.  Galen Yoder shard from his 89 years of wisdom that the oly theing 

that is constant is change.  We will read scripture differently in years to come, just as we have 

read it differently in the past.  The world and culture did not stop in Biblical times – nor will they 

stop in our time.  God continues to reveal God’s self. We as humans do not have the final 

answer, and to say we do is arrogant and unhealthy.   

So I ask today -- can we hold this book faithfully? Can we like Huldah be faithful to God’s call 

for each of us? Can we be courageous and confident yet also possess an inner calm and peace, so 

that when others differ from us – and they surely will – we can hold the diamond and see the 

gems of truth we had not considered before?  Can we dare to listen to others -- really listen – to 

those who are being faithful to the Spirit within them?  Can we open ourselves to hear the 

questions, the doubts, the fears, without shutting each other down?  Can we embrace the truth 

that when we each listen to God – really listen – and when we listen to each other – really listen 

– that we become the community of God’s people, a community that is bonded together in love. 

Indeed, that is what Christ has called us to.  We will likely not all agree, that isn’t the goal.  But 

can we see the big picture of the Bible and the Gospel – the Good News -- it contains, and see 



who we are in its continuum?  When Ervin Stutzman met with congregational leaders in 

February, he introduced many of us to a “Prayer of Indifference,” where we seek be vulnerable 

and authentic to what God has called us to, where we seek to hear each other and the spirit of 

God, rather than coming with the need to be “right.” As we pray our prayers of indifference, can 

we do pray with words of affirmation and love? 

Our invitation as pastors in this “Year of the Bible” is to genuinely open ourselves to the Spirit of 

God -- through the Bible yes, but also through our minds, through each other – thus becoming a 

community where God is worshipped, and where the people of God are loved and cared for.  The 

combined whole becomes bigger the sum of the parts.  When we take time to listen deeply to 

each other, to the truth we each carry, we will come closer to God and to each other since God 

dwells within each of us.  To love and respect each other is to hear the Spirit within each of us, 

the Spirit that speaks differently to all of us. 

Let us love the God of the Bible and celebrate and live the truths of the Bible, growing a strong 

community out of that love and celebration.  Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


