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I. Intro.  

A. When I first arrived here at Waterford almost 10 years ago one of 
the first of our senior adults to meet me was Lester Culp.   

One day I came out of my office and there was Lester in the hall, ready with a question for me.  

“Did you know,” he asked me, “that baseball was played in Bible times?”  I didn’t know Lester 

well enough to figure out where he was going with this, since he had a pleasant but earnest look 

on his face.  I said that I didn’t know that.   He jumped on my gullibility to inform me that it was 

in Genesis 1, where it says “in the big inning.”   

 

(He later also made sure I knew that the Bible tells us men are supposed to make the coffee 

because, after all, “he brews.”  

 

So welcome, Waterford Bible baseball fans, because we’re going to start with “the big inning” 

this morning.  And unfortunately, like in some baseball games, after the excitement & beauty of 

the big inning, it goes downhill after that. 

B. Last week we introduced the Bible as one grand narrative of 
God’s salvation history 

1. We talked about viewing it not just as a book or a collection of 
books, but as Heilsgeschichte … holy interpreted history 

a) It’s the dynamic story of God’s interaction with a chosen people 

through whom God would be revealed to the whole world, for the purpose 

of reconciliation 

This story is depicted visually in the Heilsgeschichte timeline on 

our banner … We encourage you to refer to this timeline at any 

time, not only up on the banner but also on the bookmark and large 

foldout in the binder you received … or even in the pocket in the 

back of the blue hymnals if you didn’t bring your binder. 

Roughly speaking, this Heilsgeschichte is God’s response to the 

sin problem, in many years, locations & cultures … 

b) But to say it’s God’s solution to the sin problem is to get ahead of 

ourselves a bit since that assumes a sin problem that we haven’t even 

described or defined. 

2. Technically today we’re not starting first with the salvation history 
because without a sin problem, salvation is not needed 

a) How can you talk about salvation if there’s no problem or breakdown 

requiring salvation in the first place? 

b) Today’s biblical stories are not really the salvation history, but they set 

the stage for the salvation history …  

they are the backstory, the prequel if you like …  
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These stories from Genesis go back to the earliest times to describe 

fundamentally how we as humans got here and why things are the 

way they are. 

II. Hence the sermon title:  “What’s the problem here?” 

A. So we will give some definition to “the sin problem” this 
morning 

1. As you look @ the Heilsgeschichte timeline, what we’re covering 
today is that first green section called “problem defined” 

2. But even there we have to pause & back up, lest we get the 
impression that sin has been our very essence since we were 
created from the beginning 

3. So, baseball fans … let’s back up & start with the “big inning”:   

B. We must remember that it didn’t all start with sin, it started with 
a loving God speaking the whole world into existence by the power of 
his spoken word  …  

III.  In other words, 1st we ask, “What came before ‘the 
problem’?” 

A. 3 things are important to remember here about creation  
[Creation note 1 PPT] 

 

1. We focus on WHO did the creating, not on scientifically oriented 
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questions like “How long did the creation take?” or “By what means 
exactly did God do it?”   

a) Again, asking those latter questions of the creation stories is trying to 

make the Bible a science book, which it was not written to be 

b) Who did the creating matters more here than exactly how it happened 

2. Having said that, there is an angle of the “How God did it” 
question that is very noteworthy: We pay attention to the fact that 
God creates simply by the power of his spoken word:  “dabar” in 
Hebrew [Creation note 2 PPT] 

 

a) Did you notice the repetition in Gen. 1 of “And God said …”?  Again 

& again, God says, “Let there be …” and those things come into existence, 

because God’s spoken word alone is powerful enough to do it 

b) In the biblical culture the spoken word “dabar” was a powerful force  

a spoken word was considered as having the power to make 

something happen, not merely to describe or wish it to happen 

For ancient Hebrew people, to speak was to create a reality. This 

was the power of dabar:   

(a) The spoken word was like a “missile” that goes out of the 

mouth of the speaker & enters into history or into another 

person.   

(b) Sooner or later that spoken word sort of “explodes its 

message”, resulting in a real blessing or a real curse 

(c)  An example of this concept is in Isa. 55:11 (read) 
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In biblical times, a spoken word could not be taken back,  

(d) this you may remember in Gen. 27 when the dying patriarch 

Isaac was giving blessings to his sons, and Jacob deceived his 

father to steal his older brother’s blessing.   

(e) But when Esau came begging for a blessing too, Isaac sadly 

said that he had already “blessed” Jacob, so he could not take 

back the blessing & transfer it to Esau  

This, too, was the power of dabar 

c) But this concept of dabar does not make much sense to us today, 

where we have a physical explanation for almost ever cause & effect: 

We have common phrases like, “Sticks & stones may break my 

bones, but names can never hurt me” or we say, “Talk is cheap” = 

words are not the same as actions 

So dabar violates our scientific physical understanding of how 

verbal communication works.  Words are not literally missiles that 

go thru the air & enter people! 

Yet, ironically we do know the psychological power of dabar …  

(a) witness the child who is told for years that she’s stupid and 

worthless, so she believes these words & ends up living them 

out,  

(b) while another child, told he is worthy & beautiful, also 

believes those words and eventually fulfills them as well. 

(c) Let us beware of the powerful realities we can create just by 

dabar, the words we use with others! 

3. There’s a 3rd thing to note before we start talking about sin:  God 
creates a good creation! [Creation note 3 PPT] 
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a) At the end of nearly every biblical day of creation, God looked back 

and declared that what was created was “good” … in fact, after creating 

humanity (adam) on the 6th day, God looked at it all & declared creation 

“very good” 

b) God had a vision for the humans to be living together in harmony and 

right relationships with God, with themselves, with each other and with 

the rest of creation.   

In the OT this kind of overall harmonious relationship is called 

shalom, God’s intention for the whole world. 

This shalom vision runs as a constant theme throughout the whole 

Bible, even though many parts of the Bible show God’s people 

settling for far less than God’s shalom vision for them 

c) Too often, we Xians have looked at the horrible suffering and lack of 

shalom in the world around us and glibly made pronouncements about the 

fallen nature of humanity 

d) Before we pessimistically assume that human nature is totally 

depraved, let us remember that creation was good before sin came into the 

world. 
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B. Finally, before delving into the sin problem, we must name a 
big risk this Creator God took: 

1. God created us good, but also lovingly chose to create us with a 
free will, which was very risky on God’s part [Free will PPT] 

 

2. As sort of the crowning part of the creation, humans were made 
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in the image of God, special creatures with whom God could have a 
special relationship 

a) But God wanted a certain kind of relationship with people:  God 

wanted the humans to voluntarily choose that relationship & not be forced 

into it, so God gave us a free will 

b) This was a capacity unique to humans in all of creation.  This also 

meant allowing possibility of us NOT choosing God’s way 

3. The result of that risk God took is told in the Garden of Eden 
story:  humans did NOT choose God’s way & sin entered the world 

4. This is a huge irony: What tempted Adam & Eve to disobey God 
was the allure of becoming like God themselves 

a) Yet once they followed that path they discovered there was no going 

back to their prior innocent existence. 

b) Human existence is, by biblical definition, a creaturely & limited 

existence.  Although created in God’s image, we humans cannot become 

God, or become equal with God! 

c) What the serpent offered was an illusion – to play God … and THAT, 

in a nutshell, is the motivation for the sin problem, which we turn to now: 

IV. Gen. ch. 3-11 present the sin problem, described in 4 
different “Fall Stories” 

A. Recognize most are used to ref. to “The Fall” = Adam & Eve in 
Garden of Eden, but today we’re naming 4 Fall Stories.  Together 
they describe & explain the impact of sin: [4 Fall stories PPT] 
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1. Garden of Eden 

a) In this primeval story, sin comes from an outside source (the serpent), 

meaning temptation & doubt do exist outside ourselves … & the universal 

tendency to blame someone else has at least some basis 

b) On the other hand, we can’t blame everyone else.  Sin also comes from 

within us.   

WE make the choice to want to be wise as God.   

WE make the choice not to trust & obey God. 

c) The primary sin of the first 2 humans was to try to be godlike, and thus 

exceed their place in creation 

2. Cain & Abel 

a) Here sin is described like a wild animal crouching outside Cain’s 

“door” in the form of jealousy and anger toward his brother Abel … God 

tells Cain he must master it, but he doesn’t 

b) When Cain can’t achieve the favor of God by his regular efforts in 

tilling the ground, he takes matters into his own hands by eliminating the 

“competition”, his own brother! 

c) The painful emotions festering inside him soon grow into outward 

sinful acts of violence and murder   

3. Flood 

a) Story of the great flood moves the sin problem from lodging just with 
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individuals and interpersonal relationships and describes collective, 

corporate sin that is widespread 

The flood story shows us sin as a pervasive human condition 

where people have continual evil thoughts … so we now see sin as 

more than merely individual acts 

b) As the human clans multiply and spread on the good earth God 

created, the patterns of violence are so awful that it causes God to regret 

the creation and vow to destroy it. 

4. Tower of Babel 

a) This is another example of collective sin, where a group of people 

collectively agree to exalt themselves and reach up to God 

b) It was as if the people got together to say, “If Adam & Eve 

individually failed to become like God, together we won’t fail!” 

B. Together these 4 fall stories in their sequence picture sin & its 
results as snowballing. 

1. The movement is downhill and gets worse, as represented by the 
4 sloping lines you see on the timeline 

2. Sin just degenerates & grows exponentially as it spreads from 
individuals to whole groups of people 

3. So we’ve taken an overview of stories that help explain the 
origins and impact of human sin 

V. But what are we talking about with the “sin problem”? 

A. When you think of the word “sin” what kinds of things come 
to mind? 

1. Making a mistake? Many of us have images of sin as 
transgressing God’s legal codes, or breaking God’s laws 

2. While there’s truth to that image, it’s also too narrow a definition 

B. I suggest we think of sin as a rupture of relationships or a 
loss of shalom 

1. Sin cuts off relationships in 4 dimensions [dimensions of sin PPT] 
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a) Clearly it’s a break in our relationship with God 

We go our own way, & rely on our own wisdom 

We ignore God’s loving words to us, & think we can handle our 

lives just fine without any “higher power” 

b) Sin also disrupts relationship with ourselves 

Sin makes us less fully human …  

it distorts our very image of ourselves, so that wants get confused 

with needs, and the self that we carry around is only a false self 

that continues to take us into defeating behaviors 

c) Perhaps the most obvious relationship that sin breaks is with other 

people, and we’ve all experienced those hurts we’ve felt from others and 

inflicted on others, even if not as violent as what Cain did to his brother 

d) A less obvious dimension of sin’s results is broken relationships with 

all of creation …  

too easily we humans have set ourselves apart from and lords over 

the rest of God’s good creation …  

We have done immense damage to the earth and the creatures that 

God intended for us to co-exist with 

C. These 4 dimensions of sin’s results give us a more holistic 
view of our human condition in comparison to what God’s 
intention was 
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VI. Conclusion 

A.  To wrap up, it matters how we think about sin because it 
reveals how we think about God 

1. If sin is basically breaking God’s rules, then doesn’t that reflect a 
finger-wagging God who is most interested in keeping score? 

2. Seeing sin as broken relationships in 4 dimensions reminds us of 
a God who is relational to the core and a God who cares about 
much more than just “spiritual matters” between us down here and 
God up in heaven. 

B. How we understand sin determines how we understand God’s 
solution to the sin problem 

1. Jesus didn’t come merely to rescue our souls for heaven while 
leaving us to muddle through this earthly life as we wait for heaven 

2. God’s salvation through Jesus was meant to restore all of our 
relationships, not just the “spiritual” relationship with God 

C. Today I’ve largely described God’s good creation and 
intention, as well as describing the sin problem.   

1. The rest of the Bible is the story of God working at the solution 
with a people who are more or less faithful & cooperative. 

2. Stay tuned as that story unfolds this year 

3. Our song of response (SJ 25), sort of new last week, continues 
again this week.  As we sing it together, look for ways that it retells 
God’s shalom vision, the appearance of sin, and the importance of 
Jesus and the church 

 

 


