
Interview with Gansa on Benefits of 
Partnership between BBI and Waterford
Excerpt of an interview that Bruno Gansa gave Lynda 
Hollinger-Janzen

Bruno Orobiyi Gansa, 
a retired public school 
inspector and vice 
president of Benin Bible 
Institute’s board of 
directors:

“Our partnership with 
Waterford helps us to 
have a truly excellent 
curriculum at BBI. It gives 
us a knowledge of the 
Bible. The Bible tells us 
that without knowledge, 
we cannot please God. In 
addition to knowledge, we 
learn practical aspects of 
how to live our Christian 
life. We learn the principles 
of how to lead our churches 
more effectively. We learn 
how to manage conflicts and how grow stronger and more 
Christ-like because of dissent in our congregations. For 
those of us who are married, we learn how to better relate 
to our spouses. Those who are not yet married learn what to 
look for in a partner that will help them to live together as a 
team really able to do God’s will. 

What is really special about BBI is that we go beyond just 
training evangelists and pastors. We offer an education that 
prepares people for all aspects of life with our agro-pastoral 
program. This program teaches our church leaders ways to 
be more self-sufficient and to feed their families. We expand 
the resources available to our pastors. We no longer have 
problems without solutions. Together, we find solutions to 
our problems. The partnership with Waterford broadens 

our horizons on new ways that congregations can bless 
their members and teaches us about collaboration. Because 
we collaborate with Waterford, we learn new ways of 
collaborating among different denominations here in Benin.

On a personal level, my visit to Waterford 
church showed me what love in action looks 
like. I learned new ways to show Jesus’ 
love to other people. In the United States, I 
learned how to lessen the boundaries built 
between social classes. I re-examined many 
of our taboos, like ones about who can eat 
with who. In your country, the lines aren’t 
so distinct between rich and poor. This is 
what the gospel teaches us, but I had to see it 
concretely before I could understand it. 

Living in the homes of Waterford members, 
I also learned about how God wants me to 
live with my wife. I saw how husbands and 
wives help each other. Jesus’ love also breaks 
down the distinct lines between husbands and 
wives. Even the rich people in America work 
with their hands. I was so impressed with 
people’s gardens where they grow their own 
fruits and vegetables. When I came home, I 
planted vegetables in my flower beds. Now, 

my wife and I enjoy talking together in the evenings when 
we water our plants.

Because of this partnership, we have people in the United 
States praying for us every day. This partnership grows 
deeper and more meaningful over the years. No one is 
labeled “giver” or “receiver”. We all give and receive. This 
partnership gives us so much and helps us live for Christ. 
I want to start a club of all the BBI people who have had 
the opportunity to travel to Waterford, so that we can keep 
reminding each other of what we learned through the 
partnership and find ways to implement that in our churches 
here in Benin. This partnership helps us progress further in 
God’s will.”
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Bruno showing off his flower bed turned 
into a garden. He was inspired by the 

gardens of the Waterford people he visited.



We then sang Amazing Grace with fortissimo. There are 
new meanings in such a setting. Then three students shared 
from their experiences. The first was an inside student who 
spoke without notes. He focused on restorative justice. In 
an eloquent manner, he spoke of what it does for the victim, 
for the offender, and for the community. He had never heard 
of such a thing, but he can explain it very well now. The 
next student was an outside student. She spoke of deep 
friendships and a lot of new knowledge of how our criminal 
justice works in America. She is distressed at some of her 
learnings. She also spoke warmly of the other students and 
their contribution. We then heard from an inside student who 
was an obvious leader. He shared from his Christian faith and 
said that he was baptized in jail. He spoke of his enthusiasm 
for the class and later added words of praise for the Sheriff 
and for Carolyn and Glenn Gilbert, also an instructor.

Realizing that we had more time, Carolyn invited others to 
share. Both inside and outside students shared enthusiastically 
and positively. Lieutenant Kris said that if someone blind to 
the prison uniforms had dropped in on the class, they would 
have regarded all of the students as a normal college class. 

Glenn Gilbert had the last word. He observed that they 
were saying the class was extraordinary. Overcoming the 
differences and really appreciating each other and getting 
acquainted in depth through powerful bonding moved 
them all to a new place. Glenn then said, “Why is this so 
extraordinary?” He challenged everyone going forward to 
make the extraordinary ordinary.

In the informal time which followed, persons associated 
with each other with grace and warmth. We all left charged 
up with surprises, strong emotion, and gratitude that this 
program made profound differences in both inside and 
outside students.

—Vic Stoltzfus

Update from Johnstown, PA
I see a little tree, and this little tree is growing, but then…I 
wake up. I became curious about this dream; it was not a 
normal dream for me. What I found was that to dream of 
a tree growing implies that you are experiencing personal 
growth and self-discovery. This year, even with some 
challenges, was a year of growth: personally and spiritually. 
From the beginning of the year to now I can see the work 
God was doing in me all year. How exciting it is to take what 
I have learned and to use it in the years to come. My words 
are not enough to express what I feel, but I will certainly 
try. Thank you to every one for all of your support, prayers, 
time, generosity, letters/cards, and packages. Thank you for 
your willingness and eagerness. The love you have shown 
and showered me with. Thank you so much. This year has 
been an amazing opportunity; an opportunity that had God’s 
hand in every step of the way. Even if I could not see it at the 
time, He was there. And even as this year begins to end, my 
growth and learning does not end. 

—Gabrielle DeVito, serving with Service Adventure

Inside-Outside Exchange Program 
Closing Ceremony Report
What happens when traditional college students and local 
jail inmates join together as fellow learners in the same 
course?  For three weeks in May, that was the experiment 
led at the Elkhart County Jail by Goshen College (GC) 
instructors Carolyn Schrock-Shenk and Glenn Gilbert.  
This unique course offered for Goshen’s May term was 
called the “Inside-Out Prison Exchange Program,” joining 
students inside the jail with those outside the jail in a shared 
educational experience.  The course’s focus was on  the 
criminal justice system and introducing a restorative justice 
approach. Waterford Mennonite Church was one of several 
local congregations that contributed financially toward 
underwriting the special costs of this program.  Former GC 
president Vic Stoltzfus recently shared the following (edited) 
report from the closing ceremony for this program, held on 
May 20.
As President Jim Brenneman, Dean Anita Stalter, a writer 
from Goshen College (GC) public relations, and I waited 
for the program to begin, we had an informal report from 
Lt. Kris Klosinski, the director of education in the jail. She 
mentioned some 600 volunteers from churches and other 
religious groups that have Bible studies and religious videos. 
Religious programming is offered every day on almost every 
residential pod. Nothing new can be added now because of a 
staffing shortage and security concerns.

Sheriff Brad Rogers joined us, and we walked down the 
long hallway to a classroom. All tables were taken out, and 
the chairs were in a large circle with GC students (“outside 
students”) and jailed students (“inside students”) mixed 
together. Prof. Carolyn Schrock-Shenk spoke of the origin 
of the program. She expressed her appreciation to the Sheriff 
for permission to have the program, and praised the response 
of all the students to the opportunity to study restorative 
justice and the criminal justice system in America.

President Jim Brenneman shared his pride in the program, 
and told us a story of his father’s high valuation of education 
when his own commitment had gone slack during his high 
school years. His father said that education is something no 
one can steal, it won’t rust, and it gets more valuable over 
time. 

I spoke on the value of vision, the ability to see the not yet, 
and the imagination to see what is unseen. I said the Sheriff 
was nervous about what might go wrong, but his vision won 
the tug of war with his fears. I said that Prof. Schrock-Shenk 
was also nervous about what could happen, but her vision 
was stronger than her worries. I noted that GC students have 
lots of choices, even study abroad in Italy, England, Kenya 
and the Florida Keys in May, but they were drawn by a 
vision of what they could learn and chose a non-glamorous 
ten-mile bus ride to their location within the same county. 
And I noted that the inside students had some likely history 
of bad experiences in classrooms in the past. They overcame 
their fears of an unknown course by an unknown instructor 
and enrolled. 



Repairing “Katrina” Damage:  
WMC Invited to June 18 Dinner
You may remember the successful Mennonite Disaster 
Service (MDS) Partnership Home Project (PHP) build we 
did in Cloquet, Minn., last summer, and when Dennis Myers 
shared his experience as a volunteer one Sunday morning. 
The joint team of the five supporting congregations has 
another build taking place in New Orleans to repair a house 
damaged by Katrina nine years ago. Their church building 
was also destroyed by Katrina. This house will be the home 
of Gladier Dalton and the meeting place for the Faith Temple 
Church of God of which she is a leader and her brother is 
pastor. We have the opportunity to meet her during the 
week of June 15. She will be in Goshen and will speak at 
College Mennonite Church (CMC) Sunday morning, June 
15. There will be a fundraising/information dinner at CMC 
on Wednesday evening, June 18, at 6:00 p.m. where Gladier 
will speak. The MDS PHP team would like to see a number 
of people from each supporting church present. Gladier will 
also be available to meet with interested people during the 
week of June 15–21 for a meal, a meeting, or an overnight 
stay. You can contact Ron Kennel at CMC if interested. 
Please let me know by June 15 if you would like to attend the 
June 18 fundraising dinner (cell 574-361-9692 or rchoch@
maplenet.net). Thank you for your prayers and support for 
these MDS PHP projects. If you can spend a week in New 
Orleans this summer or fall, please call CMC representative 
Ron Kennel at 534-1385 (home), or 536-0819 (cell). 

—Russ Hochstetler

Bethany Students Clean WMC
Eight Bethany Christian Schools 5th and 6th grade students, 
and their accompanying faculty member Veva Mumaw, 
helped the WMC church building “sparkle” after three 
hours of voluntary service on May 25. They cleaned nursery 
toys, wall/baseboards, porcelain toilet exteriors, plants, and 
windows; weeded; shredded paper; collected recycling; and 
stuffed church mailboxes. Thank you students, Veva, and 
Vicki Weirich (who helped supervise)!

—Heidi King

Gladier in front of the Buchanan St. House before
work was begun.

Back row: Nick, Reed, Nathan (WMC), Sarah, Adele, 
Andrew (WMC)
Front row: Kaleb, Jackeline

Thank you, Bethany students!
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In the Nurture Wing …
Today in Sunday school, children in preschool 
through eighth grade explored this lesson. 
Consider using this information for conversation 
that nurtures your child’s faith.

Text: Luke 10:38–42; John 11:17–27 
 Martha

1 | Read John 11:19. I wonder what the people 
did to comfort Mary and Martha.

2 | How are the chores divided in your house?

3 | Write prayer requests on craft sticks and 
place them in a “prayer jar.” Take one out at 
each meal and pray for the request.

Did you know?  
According to a thirteenth-century book 
called The Golden Legend, after Jesus’ 
death, Martha, Mary, and Lazarus went to 
live in what country and town? (Avignon, 
France)

Prayer for the week  
Thank you, God, that we can talk to you any 
time of the day or night. Amen.

An Elective: Anytime of the 
Year, but Especially This 
Summer 

The Berean class offers you the opportunity to 
experience intergenerational Bible study any 
time of the year. We are always looking for good 
teachers for the class of serious and senior Bible 
students. We prefer a month-long commitment 
and offer the added perk of a class that has 
always read the lesson ahead of time and the 
daily readings as well. They do not suffer from 
any attention-getting behavior and can sit still 
for the entire class. They are most appreciative 
of all their teachers, and are lavish with their 
gratitude.

This summer is an excellent time to try a new 
elective of intergenerational wealth. Teachers 
are needed beginning with July, so talk to 
Loanne Harms soon to reserve your spot on the 
teaching list for the year.

All Adult Nurture Classes are invited to devote 
one quarter to studying a curriculum called 
“Dig In” sometime between September 2014 
and August 2015. This curriculum, which is 
designed as an adult Sunday School curriculum, 
was published by MennoMedia in 2013. The 
description on the back of the book includes: “In 
an age when work, entertainment, and gadgets 
clamor for our attention, how can we hear and 
ponder God’s Word? Dig In is a new tool for 
groups to gather around Scripture—hearing it in 
fresh ways, reflecting on the different ways it 
affects our lives, and inviting the Spirit to make 
it practical for today.” 

Pastoral Team, YOTB Steering Group, and 
Adult Nurture Ministry Team are excited about 
the ways this study will provide another lens 
to our year-long theme of Year of the Bible. 
Specifically we are thankful for the angle this 
study will provide of looking at “Key Bible 
passages that have been important to Anabaptist 
Christians over the centuries.” We appreciate 
the warning provided on the back of the book: 
“This guide doesn’t let us stay in our heads; it 
moves us toward the experience of God’s work 
in our lives.” That is our prayer for all of us with 
our upcoming Year of the Bible, and it is our 
prayer especially as we utilize this resource in 
our nurture hour. 

Due to the nature of the study this would be a 
great opportunity to consider combining with 
another Nurture Class and completing the book 
study together. I trust that this study will provide 
outlets for engaging in lively Bible study, as 
well as in thoughtful group reflections.

—Cindy Voth


