
Fall Soul Food Wednesdays
The Adult Nurture Ministry Team has been busy with 
finalizing plans for our upcoming Soul Food Wednesday 
Series. Soul Food will be on Wednesdays Sept. 24; Oct. 
8 & 29; and Nov. 12. We will gather first at 5:30 p.m. 
for dinner, followed by activities for all ages (childcare is 
provided). We are excited for two diverse adult electives!

“Biblical Food for Thought” led by Fancheon Resler

Session 1: “Come to the Table: How hungry are you for 
God’s word? “The Milk of Human Kindness”

Session 2: “The Bread of Life”
Session 3: “The Biblical Vegetable and Herb Garden”
Session 4: “Fruits of the Spirit”

Adults are invited to join this option which will center 
on the significant theme of food for the body and soul. 
Together we will explore concepts of food (both literal and 
figurative) throughout scripture. Our time together will 
provide ample opportunities to interact with others in the 
group. Together we will dig in to the scripture text and have 
time to chew on the words together. We will also utilize our 
brains with fun Bible quizzes and puzzles. And of course 
we will put our taste buds to work with occasional treats. 

“Introduction to Inductive Bible Study” led by Don 
Blosser (retired pastor and Bible professor) 

Sessions 1-3: Introduction and practice of tools for 
Inductive Bible Study 

Sessions 4: Overview of other types of Bible Studies

Inductive Bible Study is intended to let the Biblical Text 
speak to the reader in a fresh way. It asks the reader to 
set aside their assumptions about knowing what the text 
says before you actually read the text. Inductive Bible 
Study involves asking questions of the text, looking for 

connections (both within the text and with other texts). 
It urges us to immerse ourselves in the story rather than 
being a spectator looking in from the outside. It asks the 
question “What does the text say?” before asking “What 
does the text mean?”

Our time together will begin with a brief introduction 
looking at how we got the Biblical Text (i.e. Old Testament, 
Gospels) because that will help us better understand 
why the text says what it says. We will look at the steps 
involved in doing Inductive Study, then do an Inductive 
Study together to gain experience in how to use those steps. 
Each evening will conclude with a time for questions and 
discussion. Please be sure to bring a Bible with you each 
evening. There will be study guide handouts, but your own 
Bible will be very helpful. 

Please stop by the Participation Station to sign up for the 
meal, adult electives, and childcare.

Parking Lot Refinishing Completed
With the completion of the parking lot refinishing, here are 
a couple of reminders or updates.

On the west side of the building, there is a space marked 
off without actual parking spots. This is an area where 
children frequently cross the driveway going to and from 
the parking lot to the playground area. For the safety of 
children, please do not park in this area.

On Sunday morning, we also ask that you please reserve 
the space to the east of the main north entrance for the 
church bus which brings Greencroft residents to our 
service. Thanks in advance for your assistance.

—Lyle Miller, on behalf of  
Facilities & Finance Ministry Team
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Stephen Ministers Gather  
for Annual Retreat
The Mennonite Church USA Offices Community Room 
provided the setting for eight of the congregation’s 
Stephen Ministers, three Stephen leaders and a pastor to 
gather for their annual half-day retreat on Saturday, August 
23rd. The first part of the morning was spent exploring the 
opportunities for using the distinctively Christian caring 
tools of forgiveness, confession and absolution, and “a cup 
of cold water” with their care receivers.

Stephen Leaders Bill Minter, and Mel and Lorna Claassen 
reviewed past work in reorganizing peer supervision 
groups, reported on their planning to recruit a new class 
of Stephen Ministers this fall for training during January–
May 2015, and shared about anticipated activities with the 
Stephen Ministries of two other Mennonite congregations 
in the community.

Pastor Cindy led in a ritual of recommitment for the Stephen 
Leaders and continuing Stephen Ministers. Claramae 
Klink, Denise Diener and Connie Haarer were specially 
recognized as they planned to finish their Stephen Ministry 
service by the end of the year. They stated that the training 
and experience they had received during their period of 
ministry would continue to be valuable as they relate to 
others in more informal ways. 

The entire group ended their time together being joined by 
some spouses to enjoy a catered luncheon. 

—Stephen Leader Team

Endowment Fund  
Applications Welcomed
The deadline to prepare applications for this cycle of grants 
from Waterford’s Endowment is Oct. 1. A total of $4,200 
will be available during this distribution cycle.

Waterford’s Endowment Fund was established about seven 
years ago to serve as a way to support the ongoing work 
of Jesus at Waterford. Ministry teams, recognized groups 
within the congregations, and individuals representing 
outside agencies are all invited to apply for grants. Past 
distributions have supported continuing education for 
ministry teams, special events, housing projects, mission 
organizations, and more. We welcome being inundated 
with requests, as these applications represent creative 
approaches to ministry. Applications are available in the 
literature racks located near the mailboxes.

As you consider an application, here are a few suggestions 
from the Endowment Fund Committee that can strengthen 
a proposal:

•   Links to the congregation’s mission and directional 
statements are beneficial.

•  Opportunities to serve as one-time “seed money” 
for a new project or to expand an ongoing project are 
particularly well received, though consideration should 
also be given to the sustainability of an ongoing project.

•  We have typically denied projects that would more 
appropriately be funded from our regular congregational 
spending plans.

•  Given that we typically receive requests for more 
money than is available, the opportunity to partially 
fund a proposal through your itemizing of components 
is helpful. 

If you have questions about the process of preparing an 
application, please contact a member of the committee 
listed below, particularly chair Elvina Schmidt.

Contributions to the fund are welcomed at any time. If 
you have questions about contributing, please contact 
a committee member, particularly Lyle Miller. The 
Mennonite Foundation also provides excellent assistance 
in considering creative ways of being generous with the 
financial resources we have been entrusted with.

—Endowment Fund Committee: Elvina Schmidt, chair; 
Tim Burkholder, chair of the congregation; Jim Fisher, 
lay ministry partner for Facilities & Finance Ministry 

Team; Jerry Detweiler; Jon. Wieand; Lyle Miller, pastor 
of family life and financial stewardship

Stephen Ministers 
Thanked For 
Service | Denise 
Diener, Claramae 
Klink, and 
Connie Haarer 
were trained 
and served the 
congregation’s 
Stephen Ministry 
for three years.



Year of the Bible Kickoff  
Did your family miss the Year of the Bible kickoff? If your 
household didn’t get one of our YOTB resource binders, 
(or you want an additional one) they are available on a 
table in the foyer. There is also a DVD recording of the 
August 31 joint adult and youth nurture hour, which will be 
available for checkout along with worship DVDs outside 
the library.

“Bicycle Built for Two”  
Play Tickets Still Available
Don’t forget to purchase your tickets for Friday evening’s 
play “Bicycle Built for Two.” Tickets are $10 per person 
presale (or $12 per person at the door) and may be 
purchased today at the table in the foyer or by stopping by 
our church office during the week. We will then continue 
with our marriage retreat by returning to WMC on 
Saturday morning from 10 am–noon for the second part 
of our retreat. During this time we will hear from a local 
couple who has had a long history of riding tandem bikes 
together, and how that experience mirrors their marriage 
journeys (highs/lows, different terrains, managing 
different weather conditions, experiences of injuries, etc.).

Waterford Mennonite Women 
All women are invited to our monthly gathering in the 
MYF room from 8:30–mid afternoon on Thursday, 
September 11. Help put in the final stitches on this year’s 
relief sale quilt, help with other ongoing projects or just 
enjoy good fellowship. Our devotions and brief business 
meeting will be followed by a potluck lunch.

“Reflecting Creation” YOTB 
Sunday Evening Special Event

When: Sunday, September 14

Time: 5-6:30 pm

Where: Waterford Mennonite Church (we will spend 
some of the time outside and some of the time in the 
Fellowship Hall)

For: children, youth, young adults, middle-aged adults, 
and senior adults – Everyone! 

Description: Experience the sights and sounds of God’s 
amazing creation as we spend time using our senses in 
our outdoor, wetland sanctuary.  Through the words of 
scripture, guided exploration and hands-on activities, 
we hope to see God’s work in even the small details of 
what’s around us. We will conclude our evening gathered 
around a fire to make and enjoy s’mores. 

What to bring: Lawn chairs and marshmallow roasting 
sticks if you have them
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Thank You
Saying goodbye to a parent is never easy but 
I have been carried by your love and support 
for which I’m very grateful. Thank you for 
flowers, cards, food, prayers, filling in for me 
etc. While it was a tiring week it was filled 
with good memories of dad, a quiet gentle man 
with the gift of giving. He taught us much and 
it is good to remember.                                  

—Velma & Sheldon Swartz
Thank you for the beautiful orchid plant you 
sent for my mom’s service. I appreciate your 
presence and your prayers. 

—Miriam Everest,  
daughter of Mary Lehman

Thanks for your thoughts and prayers for 
us while Dale was in the hospital with an 
infection. He is recovering nicely at home now 
taking “horse-size” pills. We are enjoying the 
mum. 

—Dale and Leanne Wentorf

Our thanks to Jerry and Jane Detweiler and  
members of the Agape Sunday school class for 
assembling the contents of the YOTB binders 
and also putting Heilsgeschichte timelines into 
hymnal pockets. Thanks to Jordan Kauffman 
for the graphic design work for our YOTB 
resources and banner and thanks to Aaron 
Lehman and Jordan for hanging the banner. 

—Pastoral Team

Dedication of Relief Sale Items
We will be dedicating our items for the 
Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale in the worship 
service on Sunday, September 21. Please bring 
the items you are contributing to the church 
the week of September 14, but no later than 
Saturday, September 20. Put your items at the 
back of the sanctuary.

Relief Sale Sign-up
Volunteers are needed to help in various areas 
at the sale. Check the signup sheets on the 
bulletin board for these opportunities to help.

Mennonite Women’s Retreat
The annual IN-MI Mennonite Women’s 
Retreat is at Amigo Centre near Sturgis, 
Michigan on October 10-12. The weekend 
theme is “Recovering Simplicity” with 
guest speaker Shirley Showalter. Take this 
opportunity to grow spiritually, connect with 
other Mennonite sisters, partake in delicious 
meals and enjoy a variety of activities during 
Saturday’s “free time.” Additionally, childcare 
is provided this year. If you know of young 
mothers who would like to attend but need 
to bring small children, encourage them to 
come. A poster and registration forms are 
available on the bulletin board beside the 
mailboxes or online at www.amigocentre.org/
in-mi-mennonite-womens-fall-retreat.html

Tandem Bicycles Needed
We are still looking 
to borrow as many 
tandem bicycles as 
we can to be used 

as part of our upcoming marriage retreat on 
Saturday, September 13. Please contact Pastors 
Cindy or Lyle if you have a tandem bike we 
could borrow for Saturday morning.

Service Project Opportunity
Since 2006 our family has been collecting 
scrap medal of all kinds, including aluminum 
cans, and selling it. Our grandchildren help us 
separate it and decide which animals to buy 
from Heifer International with the money. To 
date we have bought over $5000.00 worth of 
animals through Heifer. When we have several 
hundred dollars we discuss the possible 
animals we can buy. We accept any scrap 
medal and aluminum cans from anyone who 
would like to help. We would be glad to show 
you what we have been able to provide to the 
needy families of the world and to answer your 
questions. I have placed several pieces of Heifer 
International literature in the church library.

—Russ and Cathy Hochstetler  
and Grandchildren


