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“Under Construction” Worship Series 
Are you more than tired of all the road construction and 
disruptions around Goshen, especially near the church?  
As one who lives in this neighborhood, all the road 
signs and inconveniences are a constant reminder of 
how my driving patterns have been forced to change. 
Perhaps you, like me, long for driving on the south 
side of Goshen to just return to normal. But with a new 
stop light and overpass bridge between the church and 
Waterford Elementary School, “normal” will always 
be different now.  The silver lining of this construction 
near the church is that being stuck behind a train on CR 
40 is no longer inevitable.

In January and February our worship series “Un-
der Construction” will focus on dealing with change.  
The literal construction and road signs around us will 
be metaphors for the attitudes and decisions that face 
all of us in life when confronted with changes. Do we 
welcome change, or do we dig in our heels and 
resist it instinctively? How do we deal with 
changes that are imposed upon us, which we 
didn’t choose? Is change ever done?  These are 
some of the questions and observations we plan 
to address in this worship series, drawing from 
numerous Scripture passages of biblical indi-
viduals or God’s people who had to deal with 
disturbing and disorienting changes. Some lit-
eral road signs will help focus our attention on 
this journey.

Along the way, we hope to pay attention 
to three different time frames that we find our-
selves in, relative to change:

·Preparing for change
·In the midst of change
·Responding to change

In the following table are the basic elements of 
this series. –Neil Amstutz

Date Preacher Scripture Road Signs
Jan. 15 Neil Amstutz Jonah 1:1 – 2:1, 10

3:1-5, 10 – 4:11
Detour

Jan. 22 Cindy Voth Exodus 16 Slow, Curves 
Ahead

Jan. 29 Neil Amstutz Daniel 6 Wrong Way

Feb. 5 Katie Misz 2 Corinthians 
12:1-10

New Traffic 
Patterns

Feb. 12 Cindy Voth Selections from 
book of Ruth

Rough Road 
Ahead

Feb. 19 Neil Amstutz Romans 12:1-2 Yield / Pardon 
Our Progress

Feb. 26 Stories of 
dealing with 
change

To be determined (Reviewing all 
of them)

Note From Benin
Dear colleagues and friends in Christ,

I would like, by this note, to wish you a good Christ-
mas and a Happy New Year 2017. May 2017 bring you 
much happiness, peace, love and growth in the perfect 
knowledge of Christ Jesus our Master and Savior. I was 
very impressed by the testimony of the Mennonites and 
I pray the Lord to bless you and to raise you higher in 
His grace. May God help all of us to be effective in the 
holistic ministry so that the world sees in us the love of 
Christ. “With God we will do great deeds” Psalm 60.14

Your brother and friend, 
Pierre KINKPONWE 

Pastor of the Baptist Church in Benin
Member of the IBB Board of Directors
(visited WMC in Fall 2016)



Winter Soul Food Wednesdays
Adult Nurture Ministry Team is excited to announce 
our winter series of Soul Food Wednesdays (SFW)! 
The dates and focused activities for SFW will be:
January 25 – Intergenerational Hymn Sing
Come ready to join your voice with others in our faith 
community as we sing our favorite hymns. Be prepared 
to request some of your favorite numbers!
February 8 & 22 – Discerning and Dreaming
We will gather around tables to discuss the new pro-
posed ways for IN-MI Conference and its diverse 
churches to live together. We will also continue at tables 
to give more shape to the significant work of creating a 
new 5-year directional statement for WMC.
March 1 – Ash Wednesday
We will have a time of worship in the sanctuary as we 
begin the season of Lent and our journey to Easter Sun-
day. During the service there will be time and space to 
enter into confession, to hear the words of assurance, 
and to receive ashes on your forehead or hands.
On each of these Wednesday evenings we will first 
gather for dinner at 5:30 p.m. We suggest a donation 
of $4 per individual or $10 per family. Then the above 
activities will begin at 6:30 p.m. and conclude by 8:00 
p.m. Venture Club, JYF, and MYF will also meet on 
each of these evenings.

Please stop by the Participation Station to sign up 
for dinner, to help with meal preparations and/or clean 
up, as well as for childcare needs during the activities.

–Cindy Voth, Pastor of Family Life

Thank You  
Thank you Waterford Church Family for your notes, 
cards, condolences, and beautiful plant in memory of 
my father William(Bill) I. Mast. It was very thoughtful. 
–Lorilee & Brian Christner & Family

Ministry Team of the Month
Senior Adult Ministry Team
Did you know that one third of the WMC congrega-
tion is age 70 or older? That is around 129 people that 
benefit directly from the work of the Senior Adult Min-
istry Team, January’s ministry team of the month.  This 
team meets every one to two months and is responsible 
for planning senior social events several times a year. 
They also visit and send birthday cards to seniors in 
our church that are unable to attend on Sunday morning 
and offer a communion service to seniors at the Court-
yard and Greencroft (Evergreen and Healthcare) twice 
a year. 

Currently, SAMT has seven members serving: 
Velma Swartz, Mary Ann Wieand, Carolyn Kauffman, 
Lila Gascho, Ursula Hess, Esther Helmuth and Lorene 
Miller (LMP).  Although they could be considered to 
work mostly behind the scenes, the SAMT does incred-
ibly valuable work.  Their mission is to help the senior 
adults of WMC experience the energizing and healing 
presence of Christ as they share in the congregation 
and community, as they challenge each other to grow 
in faith, and as the community ministers to their needs 
and receives the blessings of their gifts. Team members 
are able to share with seniors through prayer, song and 
scripture, and have the rare and unique opportunity to 
walk and connect with people during the losses of ag-
ing. By listening and encouraging, they feel blessed by 
these visits and can clearly see God’s faithfulness. One 
of the greatest challenges is facing or hearing questions 
that cannot be answered.  

If you are looking for an opportunity to serve on the 
Senior Adult Ministry Team or interact with the seniors 
in our congregation, there are opportunities to be a part 
of this important ministry without attending monthly 
meetings. SAMT is particularly looking for men in our 
congregation who would be willing to visit some of 
our senior men. If interested, please contact a Senior 
Adult Ministry Team 
member. Please be 
in prayer this month 
that God will use 
the SAMT as instru-
ments of healing and 
hope as they minis-
ter to senior adults at 
Waterford.

–Rita Herrmann

Senior Adult Minis-
try Team
Left to Right: 
Velma Swartz 
(Pastor of Senior 
Care), Ursula 
Hess, Mary Ann 
Weiand, Esther 
Helmuth, Carolyn 
Kauffman, Lorene 
Miller (LMP), Lila 
Gascho



Update From Bolivia
I have now been in Bolivia for over four months, and 
at my work placement in the city of Montero for over 
three months.  I work in two comedores de niños that 
are located in different neighborhoods but are run by 
the same Catholic parish social center. In Spanish com-
edor means “dining hall” but these centers do much 
more than just serve lunch to 60-80 kids each day. 
School here is organized in half days, so when the kids 
are not in school (a morning group and an afternoon 
group), they come to the comedores for homework 
help, snack, and different activities. The comedores 
also have various classes/workshops for the mothers 
and local women on different things such as nutrition 
and health, self-esteem, nonviolence, and different vo-
cational skills (baking, cooking, beauty salon skills, 
sewing, etc.). These classes are primarily funded by 
MCC. 

My default work is with the kids in apoyo esco-
lar (school support). Otherwise, I do various tasks as 
needed in the office such as updating spreadsheets, 
printing things, translating, etc. I also occasionally help 
in the kitchen.

The schools here are now closed for summer vaca-
tion. The comedores closed mid-December and the kids 
won’t come again till February (but the office work 
starts in mid-January). While the comedores are closed 
for a month, I am doing a mixture of my own traveling 
and vacation time, volunteering at other organizations, 
and cleaning/reorganizing the library at the MCC of-
fice. 

Thank you all for your support, thoughts, and 
prayers. 

May God bless all of you, 
Leah Amstutz

Update From Tucson
I have thought of you all often during my time in Tuc-
son and I miss being a part of your wonderful congre-
gation. I have been blessed over and over again by the 
welcoming arms and generous hearts at WMC. I am so 
grateful for all the support that I have received in the 
form of emails, letters, prayers and financial donations.

My time in Tucson has really been wonderful so 
far. I am working with an organization called CHRPA, 
which stands for Community Home Repair Projects of 
Arizona. CHRPA provides low-income homeowners in 
Tucson with free home repair services and support. I 
am part of the crews that go out every day to complete 
the home repairs, which range from plumbing to car-
pentry to furnace and water heater replacements. Some 
of the bigger jobs that I have worked on, each lasting 
about four days, were re-shingling a roof, a tub conver-
sion (see photos) and a bathroom floor replacement.

The people that I work with have been so wonder-
ful about teaching me the different trades in the field. 
I have learned so much in these past few months and I 
am starting to feel a little more capable as I am starting 
to lead certain jobs. I’ve started enjoying indoor plumb-
ing a lot more. At the beginning, plumbing jobs were 
very overwhelming; I had such a huge learning curve 
since it seems like absolutely nothing in plumbing is 
standardized. But now that I’m learning a few tricks of 
the trade, it’s a lot more fun and manageable.

Thank you, again, for your prayers. I feel so blessed 
to have such a wonderful congregation supporting me. 

Love,
Kara Hostetter

There is more to both Leah’s and Kara’s letters. See 
their entire letters with pictures of Kara’s bathroom re-
model on the bulletin board by the library.

Kara re-
plumbs a 
shower 
drain.
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Staff Team
Administrative Ministry
·  Greg Hire 
  Coordinator of  
  Ministry Gifts
·  Michelle Lehman
  Secretary
·  Elvina Schmidt
  Bookkeeper
·  Janet Shoemaker
  Coordinator of 
  Administrative Ministries
·  Mel Claassen 
  Interim Business Manager

Facilities Ministry 
 ·  Jan Oostland 
   Facilities Manager
· Courtney Shetler 
  Custodian 
· Irma Perez 
  Custodian

Pastoral Ministry
· Neil Amstutz
  Pastoral Team Leader
· Katie Misz 
  Pastor of Family Life
· Velma Swartz
  Pastor of Senior Ministries
· Cindy Voth
  Pastor of Community Life

The Waterford Buzz is 
normally published weekly 
for members of Waterford 
Mennonite Church. Items 
for inclusion should be 
given to the editor by 5 
p.m. Monday preceding 
publication.

Sophie Miller,
 editor; 574 534-0000
 buzz@waterfordchurch.org

A Night with Femi
About 175 people–many from Waterford–attended the 
Dec. 29 MYF fundraiser with guest Femi Hollinger-Jan-
zen sharing stories about his journey to becoming a pro-
fessional soccer player. Femi thanked the congregation 
for supporting him over the years and for the ongoing 
support and prayer. Even though he is far away, know-
ing there are people back in Goshen praying for him 
helps him through times of uncertainty. At the end of the 
evening Pastor of Family Life Katie Misz led a prayer 
of blessing for Femi as he begins a new season with a 
new team–Minnesota United–surrounded by members 
of this community that he deeply values. Thanks to all 
who attended the dinner for supporting both the MYF 
and Femi. –Kevin Miller, MYF Sponsor

Photos: Becky Yoder

Electronic Giving at Waterford
The Facilities and Finance Ministry Team 
(FFMT) is excited to announce that begin-
ning February 1, 2017, Waterford Menno-
nite Church will be able to accept electronic 
donations through a secure web site offered 
by First State Bank of Middlebury.  The 
secure web site is accessed by clicking the 
"Online Giving" button on the Waterford 
home page.  Donors will be able to create 
online giving accounts which will auto-
matically transfer funds from their check-
ing or savings account to the Waterford 
bank account via direct electronic transfer.  
Recurring contributions can be set to auto-

No Buzz Jan. 15
There will not be a Buzz next week, Jan. 
15. Items sent will be published the fol-
lowing week, Jan. 22. 

matically transfer on a weekly, bi-weekly, 
semi-monthly, monthly, or quarterly basis.  
One time gifts may also be made online.  
The donor is able to designate the fund to 
which the contribution is to be made.  

Donors interested in participating in 
electronic giving but who prefer not to set 
up contributions on the web on their own 
may complete an “Authorization Form” 
and return it to bookkeeper Elvina Schmidt.  
Forms are available from the church office.

Look for a document of some common 
questions and answers about electronic giv-
ing in your church mail box today. –Mel 
Claassen for FFMT

Mennonite Women
All women are invited to come to Menno-
nite Women (sewing) on January 12. We 
will meet to quilt, knot comforters and knit 
prayer shawls.

Join us for a time of fellowship and 
noon meal together. Soup will be provided. 
Come with other food to go with the soup. 
–Deloris Wyse


