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Coming Soon to a Café Table Near You 
– Conversations That Matter: 
Have you ever found yourself saying, “There are some 
people you just can’t talk to”?  In a recent Wall Street 
Journal article (Sept. 9-10, 2017;p C3) journalist and 
public radio host Celeste Headlee summarized well 
the current state of polarization in American society: 
“These days, it seems that there are more and more 
deal breakers when it comes to deciding whom we’re 
willing to talk to. But in our tense era of deep divi-
sions, talking to each other – and having difficult 
conversations – is more important than ever before.” 
The fact that Ms. Headlee’s observations (while not 
specifically made with churches in mind) could as 
well be applied to church life is a sad commentary on 
how little it is that distinguishes us Christians from the 
world’s ways.

For several years I’ve been hearing from my 
friends at Walnut Hill Mennonite Church in Goshen 
about their practice of Conversation Cafes (periodic 
times of gathering around small tables in a warm 
relaxed setting for some structured conversations 
about a chosen controversial topic).  The goal is not 
debate or consensus, nor is it to make a group deci-
sion.  The aim is dialogue … understanding the other, 
just as we ourselves would like to be understood. After 
consulting over the summer with WHMC member 
Phil Thomas, who often leads these conversations 
there, we are prepared to give this model a try also at 
Waterford, with the aim of having it become a regu-
lar practice here, part of our normal Christian way of 
dealing with the differences among us.  Next Sunday 
October 8 you can hear more about this during the 
nurture hour from Phil, who works around the world 
in international conciliation work. He will share about 
his own experiences in bringing together people who 
are in conflict. He’ll also share why he’s excited when 

continued on page 2

MCC Study Evening and Tour on 
Immigration Issues
On Wednesday, Nov. 29, Jorge Vielman of Mennonite 
Central Committee (MCC) will present a program of 
30-45 minutes on immigration issues at Waterford at 
7 p.m. This is open to anyone, but would be of par-
ticular import to anyone considering participating in a 
learning tour (see below) as Vielman will also answer 
questions about participating in MCC learning tours 
and migrant trail walk.

Earlier this summer a Buzz article announced that 
Kevin Miller was organizing and leading a learning 
tour on immigration to Arizona, similar to what the 
Waterford youth group experienced in summer 2016. 
Following discussion with Jorge Vielman, Kevin has 
decided to organize the tour through MCC, which will 
be led by Vielman. This means the group will have the 
expertise and resourcing of MCC–and for essentially 
the same cost of running it independently.

The trip will be April 1-8, 2018. Cost is $500 for 
the MCC tour in Arizona. Additionally, participants 
will be responsible for the cost of transportation to and 
from Arizona, though Kevin will coordinate purchas-
ing air transportation for those interested in flying 
together. The tour can accommodate 10-11 people; 
Waterford people have first priority until late Decem-
ber, at which point MCC will open unfilled spaces to 
people from other congregations.

Anyone interested in more information on the trip 
should contact Kevin (Kevin.Lorene@gmail.com) and 
hopefully plan to attend the Nov. 29 event.

Thank You
Waterford Mennonite Church, 

Thank you for the bouquet that was brought to 
me following my back surgery.  I appreciate the many 
prayers offered on my behalf as well as cards sent to 
me.             –Ruby Hochstedler



differences bring church people together respectfully 
rather than make them hide from each other.

This fall, with the support of pastoral team and 
Ministry Leadership Council, we will have two op-
portunities to actually engage in what we’re calling  
Conversations That Matter (CTM). Working with Phil 
Thomas to coordinate introducing CTM has been a 
group consisting of myself, Rose Shetler and Aaron 
Lehman. Instead of Soul Food Wednesdays, we invite 
the adults and high school youth to come out on the 
Wednesday evenings of October 25 and November 15, 
from 6:30 to 8:00. The exact topics for conversation 
will soon be named, but last Sunday Aaron Lehman 
gathered some helpful information from adult Sunday 
School classes about topics they would like to see 
included in future CTM.  

Some of us are probably excited about this pros-
pect, and more are probably apprehensive or skeptical. 
There are still aspects that make me anxious, even 
while I’m promoting it. But the expectation of hav-
ing significant conversations only with people we 
already agree with needs to be altered, for the good 
of the church and for the good of our world.  To that 
end, I’m asking Waterford people to come out and 
give this practice a try, even if it makes you nervous 
(or especially because it makes you nervous). I par-

ticularly appeal to those in our church who know they 
have some political or theological disagreements with 
others in church.  If you find yourself on some issues 
feeling like a minority in this congregation, I beg you 
to come and participate. Come with a curiosity about 
what makes someone else tick. These CTM practices 
have been proven to help increase levels of respect, 
understanding of others and morale or unity in other 
churches and organizations. However, they do not 
work when everybody tends to think alike.  We need 
to have people here who represent the diversity pres-
ent among us.

Some of you may wonder, “Why now?”  Sev-
eral reasons come to my mind: Probably because it’s 
already past time to be doing this. Probably because 
we’ve had a period of stability here in church life in 
recent years, without major crises or conflicts that 
divided the congregation. So we may be in a fairly 
healthy place to try something like CTM. Probably 
because resources and awareness for having such 
difficult discussions have been more visible recently, 
through our Conference’s “Difficult Discussions” 
practices at annual sessions, and through the rise of 
an Anabaptist-influenced group called The Colossian 
Forum. But the answer to “Why now?” is mostly for a 
forward-looking reason – because this is what healthy 
churches do.             

 –Neil Amstutz
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My Coins Count Results
Thank you to all the amazing children and adults at 
Waterford Mennonite for your energy and enthusiasm 
in collecting $4,136.26 for My Coins Count this year. 
Your collection, along with the special 50th Anniver-
sary push for matches from local businesses, helped 
raise over $210,000 to support water and other proj-
ects through My Coins Count. Your funds help build 
handwashing stations to allow girls to attend school 
in Uganda, irrigate crops for farmers in India, provide 
water catchment systems to water vegetable gardens 
in Honduras and Guatemala, and pipe water into poor 
people’s homes in Egypt. Your support offers more 
than just life-giving water, it offers hope to families 
struggling with challenging circumstances. Thank you 
for your generosity and creativity in sharing the love 
of Christ around the world through Mennonite Central 
Committee and My Coins Count. 

–Les Gustafson-Zook, MyCC Coordinator, 
Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale 



Advent Singers
All interested singers are invited to be a part of our 
Advent choir. This choir, under the direction of Josh 
Tyson, comes with the support of the Worship Minis-
try Team. The choir will sing during our services on 
December 10 and 31. There will be approximately 
four 60-minute rehearsals on Tuesdays or Thursdays 
in November and December. More information about 
rehearsals will be coming soon. Interested participants 
should contact Josh Tyson (email joshua.m.tyson@
gmail.com or call (574) 312-9152) by October 1.

Calling All Survivors
As a church, Waterford desires to love and protect the 
vulnerable in our midst.  Because of this value, on 
November 12 we will focus our worship service on 
the theme of child safety.  In planning the service, we 
want to acknowledge that there are survivors of child 
abuse in our midst.  If you are a survivor, we want you 
to know that your community cares about your experi-
ence, and we believe you.  

We want to invite abuse survivors to give some 
input into this worship service.  Without asking to hear 
your voice, we fear that we will over-generalize or 
intellectualize the problem.  We also recognize that the 
wisdom that survivors have gathered along their jour-
ney can impact the way our community thinks about 
God’s love.

If this pertains to you, and you have experienced 
abuse (physical, emotional, verbal, sexual, etc.) or 
neglect in your past, would you consider writing a 
response to a few questions?  We invite you to write or 
type anonymously, and carefully place your response 
in one of the pastor’s mailboxes.  Our plan is to read 
portions of these anonymous responses as a holy part 
of the worship service on November 12.  

By all means, if this feels too invasive or the 
wounds are too fresh, that is important to listen to in 
yourself.  This is an invitation.  There is no pressure to 
contribute. 

The questions to prompt your response are: 
1. What is it like to try to heal and be restored? 
2. What are the challenges in the healing jour-

ney? 
3. What are ways the church has let you down 

in this journey? What are ways the church has 
supported you?

4. When you read the passages Ezekiel 47:6-12 
and Revelation 22:1-7 how can you help others 
understand the river of life?    

Thank you for journeying with us.  As always, 
if you would find it healing to talk with a pastor, we 
welcome such conversations. 

–Pastor Katie Misz

Stephen Ministry Training Continues
Nine Stephen Ministry trainees have been meeting 
2½ hours weekly, studying, discussing, experiencing, 
and practicing skills involved in sharing God’s love 
and compassion with those who especially need these 
gifts.  During the past five weeks they have: a) consid-
ered the five foundational characteristics of a caregiv-
er; b) learned about the importance of recognizing and 
accepting all the feelings that people have; c) honed 
their listening skills and found out that listening well 
is extremely helpful and caring, but also hard work; 
d) discovered more effective ways of using resources, 
such as prayer and Scripture, as tools in caring minis-
try; and e) learned the difference between their role as 
caregivers and God’s role as Curegiver.    

 –Bill Minter

Healthy Churches and Young Adults 
On Sunday evening Oct. 8 at 6:30 pm, Waterford is 
hosting a presentation on healthy churches and young 
adults, by pastor and author Ryan Ahlgrim, formerly 
at First Mennonite Church of Indianapolis. His Pow-
erPoint presentation will identify some key reasons 
why young adults are leaving the church, as well as 
suggest some core characteristics of a healthy, persua-
sive Christian faith and church. His recent book, Sick 
Religion or Healthy Faith: Beliefs and Practices for 
a Healing Christian Community, will be on sale. That 
book will also be highlighted at the Goshen College 
alumni homecoming weekend. Ahlgrim currently pas-
tors at First Mennonite Church in Richmond, Virginia.



Waterford  
Mennonite Church
65975 State Road 15
Goshen, IN 46526
p: 574 533-5642
f: 574 533-0879
office@waterfordchurch.org
www.waterfordchurch.org

Staff Team
Administrative Ministry
·  Karen Hostetler
  Secretary
·  Elvina Schmidt
  Bookkeeper
·  Janet Shoemaker
  Coordinator of 
  Administrative Ministries

Facilities Ministry 
 ·  Jan Oostland 
   Facilities Manager
· Courtney Shetler 
  Custodian 
· Irma Perez 
  Custodian

Pastoral Ministry
· Neil Amstutz
  Pastoral Team Leader
· Katie Misz 
  Pastor of Family Life
· Velma Swartz
  Pastor of Senior Ministries
· Cindy Voth
  Pastor of Community Life

The Waterford Buzz is 
normally published weekly 
for members of Waterford 
Mennonite Church. Items 
for inclusion should be 
given to the editor by 5 
p.m. Monday preceding 
publication.

Sophie Miller,
 editor; 574 534-0000
 buzz@waterfordchurch.org

21 weeks into the church year our YTD giving is $322,839.  That is slightly below last year’s YTD 
giving of $324,982.  The YTD budget is $333,921.

Luis Tapia, an Ecuadoran pastor, and Jane 
Ross Richer share about the need and vision 
for mission work in Ecuador.

Online Giving
Over the past six months nearly 20% of the financial giving to WMC has been through 
online giving, accessible on the church’s website.  If you haven’t given it a try yet, 
you are encouraged to try online giving.  Those who use it really like the convenience, 
especially for recurring donations.  If you have questions:  Ask Elvina Schmidt or find a 
friend who uses it.

Two-Way Ecuador Mission Event, Sunday September 17


