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Practical Opportunities for Walking With 
Immigrant Neighbors
Recent federal government actions regarding immigra-
tion laws and policies have thrown many of our local 
immigrant neighbors and their families into heightened 
fear and insecurity. With greater risk of sudden deten-
tions and deportations, the local Latino community has 
identified some new and potential needs as families 
fear being torn apart.  Do you wish for a practical way 
to be supportive?

As friends and advocates for immigrants locally 
have hoped for the best in a new administration and are 
preparing for the worst, there is an emerging network 
of businesses, churches, educators, non-profit organi-
zations and individuals committed to assisting immi-
grants, refugees and other vulnerable people.  It’s called 
Elkhart County HOPE (Helping Our People Every-
where) Network.  While the exact plans and structures 
of this network and other resources to assist immigrants 
are still evolving, there is a way you can indicate your 
willingness to be actively supportive.

At our Participation Station are some copies of a 
signup sheet identified by Elkhart County HOPE Net-
work.  You can put down your name and contact infor-
mation to be contacted about being a supporter in one 
or more of the following ways:

•	 Transportation
•	 Expenses for food, legal and school costs
•	 Coordinating volunteers
•	 Childcare
•	 Wherever needed
It’s too early to be able to tell you exactly what your 

commitment would be by signing up. The uncertainty 
of these commitments gives us a tiny glimpse of the 
larger uncertainty hanging over the heads of our im-
migrant neighbors every day. Signing up is an action 
just for individuals from our church, not representing 
the church as a whole.  Organizers with HOPE Network 

would be back in touch later with those signed up about 
when and how they could be helpful.  

Richard Aguirre is the contact person, whose in-
formation is on the signup sheet. Your signatures by 
March 10 will be helpful as HOPE Network seeks to 
mobilize for specific responses. In the next few weeks, 
Waterford will be hearing more about ways that we as 
a church may learn about the needs and act in solidarity 
with our local vulnerable neighbors. 

–Pastor Neil Amstutz, for Mission and Service 
  Ministry Team

Thank you from MCC Great Lakes
We at Mennonite Central Committee (MCC), along 
with our partners in over 50 countries around the world, 
are blessed by your continuing support for the work of 
MCC. We want to thank our friends at Waterford Men-
nonite for the many ways you contribute to the work 
of MCC. In addition to the energy and time you give 
at relief sales, thrift shops, meat canning and material 
resources, your congregation contributed $9,415.00 in 
2016. 

We are especially grateful for your prayer support 
for MCC’s work of relief, development and peace in 
the name of Christ. Whether in Syria, Haiti, Vietnam, 
Nigeria, Colombia or Appalachia, your support shares 
God’s love and compassion with vulnerable people. 
Thank you!    –Les Gustafson-Zook, MCC Great Lakes

MYF Service Auction March 12
The annual MYF service auction is scheduled for Sun-
day, March 12, at 6 p.m., but you can plan on coming 
for a meal (starting at 5:15), featuring a Baked Potato 
Bar, salad, and dessert by chef Greg Hire. Check your 
mailbox for the sale bill for this year’s auction.  There 
are some great items and services this year.  The MYF 
is so grateful for your support of this event and all 
MYF activities.  Contact Kevin Miller or email wmc-
myf316@gmail.com with questions. See you there!
             –Pastor Katie Misz
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B.A.R. RETREAT
The B.A.R. (Building Authentic Relation-
ships) retreat is a unique opportunity for 
our MYF upperclassmen to intentionally 
set aside time to focus on marriage and 
building healthy relationships.  Waterford 
Mennonite will be sending 13 high school 
juniors and seniors on the upcoming BAR 
Retreat.  Previous MYF alumni have spo-
ken highly of this trip, some even saying 
this was the most influential weekend of 
their high school youth experience.  We 
ask that you pray for our students as they 
embark on this journey.  Additionally, this 
year, our students are responsible for find-
ing adults to sponsor their trip financially.  
Thank you to those of you who are sponsor-
ing a student’s trip with a $65 investment.  
We are still in need of two sponsors for our 
trip on March 24-26.  Please contact pastor 
Katie if you are interested in supporting a 
student in this unique opportunity.    
        –Pastor Katie Misz

Waterford Open Mic Night 
Wednesday March 22 6:30-8:00
Do you have a talent you could share?  Are 
you a poet? Musician? Do you tell a good 
joke?  It’s time to bring out your creativity 
and share your gifts at the Waterford Open 
Mic Night.  Come and participate, or come 
and listen and be entertained.  This unique 
venue and snacks are being provided by 
our junior high ministry.  The event is for 
all ages.  Don’t miss a great, entertaining 
night!  Sign-up to share an act coming soon 
to the Participation Station. 
       –Pastor Katie Misz

Upcoming Local Musicals
Support WMC youth by attending either or 
both of the following musicals:
Bethany Performing Honk!

March 2-5, 2017. Tickets are $9 for 
adults and $7 for students. Reservations at 
https://www.ticketpeak.com/res/bethany-
theatre
Goshen HS Performing Camelot 

March 10, 11, 16, 17, & 18 at 7:30 p.m. 
and March 12 & 19 at 2:30 p.m. in the GHS 
auditorium. Tickets are $10 for adults, and 
$8 for children/students K-12. For reserva-
tions call 574-533-8631 ext. 2518, or email 
musictickets@goshenschools.org 

MYF Winter Retreat Feb. 17-19
The MYF spent the past weekend together 
at Camp Amigo with many other local youth 
groups. Pictured below are a few youth and 
sponsors creating music together while en-
joying the warm weather. 

Pictured: Youth Sponsor J.E. Misz, Nathan 
Berkey, Matthew Herrmann, Anna Smucker Pictured: Colin Judson, Matthew Herrmann

Pastoral Review Reminder
If you wish to participate in Neil’s  four-year 
major review, pick up a Pastoral Review 
form from the table under the mailboxes to-
day. Please return completed forms to Rose 
Shetler’s mailbox by next Sunday, March 5. 
See last week’s Buzz for more information 
about the review process.       –Rose Shetler
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