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Introducing (Drum Roll, Please) Holy 
Humor Sunday
Get ready for the blessing of laughter and smiles on 
Sunday morning, from the God who gave us laughter 
and joy.  April 30 will be Holy Humor Sunday at Wa-
terford, a tradition that many churches mark soon af-
ter Easter, when God played the greatest joke ever on 
Satan. While new to many of us, Christians have been 
observing a light-hearted Bright Sunday ever since 
the Middle Ages in the Catholic Church. This will be 
a Sunday to celebrate the healing power of laughter 
amidst our new life in Jesus Christ. While we still plan 
to encounter God in worship, we also plan to not take 
ourselves quite so seriously. There are several things to 
look forward to, as well as a few surprises that will have 
to wait for later:
•	 We start by inviting everyone to come to church 

wearing a funny hat or some silly clothes.  Leave 
decorum (and your Sunday best) at home.  If you 
already look funny, you’ll be better able to receive 
“funny.”

•	 Highlight of the morning will be the Waterford 
Clean Joke Contest. We are soliciting jokes in ad-
vance from all ages.  This can also include other 
humorous artistic expressions like limericks, haikus 
or memes.  A stellar panel of Waterford attenders 
will select the “Waterford Top Ten” to be revealed 
in the worship service. Chris Judson is organizing 
this contest, and will be reminding us to get our 
submissions in.

•	 Deadline for submissions is Easter Sunday, April 
16.  Send submissions to csjudson@gmail.com

•	 Rules for jokes are as follows:
	 •		Jokes	must	be	G-rated
	 •		Jokes	must	not	insult	other	people	or	God
	 •		The	panel	of	judges	will	have	the	final	word	
     on joke acceptability
•	 Our preacher will be JE Misz, who has paid close 

attention to Christian faith and humor

•	 The MYF worship band will keep our music lively 
and uplifting

•	 In case you think this concept is as exciting as a 
lead balloon, please note that our worship leaders 
will be Cynthia Kauffmann and Ruthie Saunders. 
Need I say more?

•	 In addition to the joke contest, younger children can 
expect to contribute (and share) some of their fa-
vorite knock-knock jokes in worship. Children’s 
Cluster will help them with this.

•	 Finally, we also encourage adult and youth Sunday 
School classes to not let this opportunity pass them 
by.  If you can, dedicate your class time to what-
ever would enrich your group’s experience of Holy 
Humor Sunday … maybe your own joke-telling 
session, or bringing humorous “church stories” or 
showing funny religious video clips like from Ted 
& Lee, Tim Hawkins, etc.

May God’s Spirit enter deeply within us, while helping 
to expel our heaviness with the lightness of laughter 
and the goodness of God.
    –Pastor Neil Amstutz, 

for Worship Ministry Team

MYF Auction Report
Preliminary results from the MYF auction and meal 
shows proceeds of approximately $14,500. Thanks to 
all who supported the youth in this venture whether 
purchasing or donating items. These funds help cover 
youth participating in events such as winter retreats at 
Camp Amigo, service trips, churchwide convention, 
and the upcoming Building Authentic Relationships re-
treat for juniors and seniors. We are thankful to be part 
of a generous congregation that supports opportunities 
to nurture our youth and children.



Making the Most of Our Careers
       The six-week class that met Monday evenings 
to discuss ways of finding and creating work you love 
(The “48 Days” course) wrapped up their final session 
in early March.  Judging by the almost perfect atten-
dance by the eight attendees over the weeks met (de-
spite everyone’s busy schedules), there was plenty of 
engaged sharing, discussions and stimulating input to 
stretch us all.  As one participant put it, a “key part of 
this program for me was the sharing time.”  As the facil-
itator, I (Conrad) definitely agree. Although I was defi-
nitely looking forward to sharing the excellent material, 
it was so energizing to learn from each other and build 
new bonds of connection with others at Waterford.
     A key focus of the class centered around best-selling 
author Dan Miller’s statement that “85 percent of the 
process...is to look inward”–understanding ourselves 
better. He also wrote that “you are in full-time service, 
doing what God has called you to do if you’ve engaged 
your unique skills, your personality and your dreams 
and passions.”  Another participant stated that “a clear 
sense of direction can help us become all God designed 
us to be.”  Although some attendees will probably make 
significant changes as a result of the class, others now 
think and/or see things in new ways and will find ways 
to enhance their existing career or avocational activi-
ties. 
     I thoroughly enjoyed leading the class and believe 
there are many others at Waterford (and beyond) who 
would greatly benefit from and enjoy joining a future 
class. One change I plan to incorporate is to supple-
ment the 48 Days material with other helpful resources, 
in order to create a class entitled, “Finding Fulfillment 
in What you Do.”  Looking ahead, I’m glad to offer 
another session of classes; however, I’m wrestling with 
whether to offer it May through mid-June–or mid-June 
through July.  If you have interest in possibly joining 
one of these six-week sessions (most likely six Monday 
evenings), please talk with one of the participants (such 
as Jan Oostland, Melanie Hire, Melissa Chupp, Scott 
Richer, Janet Shoemaker and Ursula Hess–to name a 
few)  to ask questions or to learn more. 
     Of course please contact me at one of the follow-
ing and mention which date range works better for you:  
conradb.in@gmail.com  or  538-1838 (call or text). 

 –Conrad Brenneman

Our Maundy Service
Often when we see the word “Maundy” we anticipate 
that the next word will be “Thursday.” However, this 
year at Waterford we are going to celebrate a “Maundy 
Wednesday.” The definition of Maundy is connected 
with washing each other’s feet, and is also connected 
with alms-giving associated with the Lord’s Supper. 
In the past our service during Holy Week has occurred 
on Thursday, connecting with the biblical story of the 
Last Supper in the upper room. This year though, all 
are invited to join in a service on Maundy Wednesday 
on April 12. 

Keeping with the definition and spirit of Maundy, 
we will gather at 6 p.m. in the sanctuary for a service of 
worship that will conclude with an invitation for all to 
participate in the ritual of washing the feet of another 
within our faith community. This is the only time dur-
ing our year that we pause and embrace this significant 
ritual that Jesus demonstrated for us and asked that we 
emulate (John 13). Like last year we will also have a 
handwashing station available for those whose physical 
mobility prevents them from washing the feet of anoth-
er. We are excited to welcome our children and youth of 
all ages to our Maundy Wednesday service!

Following the service of footwashing, we will gath-
er around tables in the fellowship hall to enjoy a meal 
provided by Karen Hostetler (suggested donation $4 
per person/$10 per family). We will be not be celebrat-
ing Communion on Maundy Wednesday as, instead, we 
will be incorporating the celebration of the Lord’s Sup-
per into our morning worship services on Easter. 

Please stop by the Participation Station by April 9 
to sign up for our Maundy Wednesday Service so that 
Karen can plan accordingly for the meal. 

–Pastor Cindy Voth for Pastoral Team

Endowment Fund Application Deadline  
If you know of worthy ministries or community proj-
ects that are in need of modest additional funds, please 
have a Waterford attender submit an application to our 
Endowment Fund.  Next deadline is April 1. Applica-
tion form can be found under the “Resources” tab at the 
church website.        –Pastor Neil Amstutz



Who Needs a Stephen Minister?
If you have experienced birth, adoption, miscarriage, 
infertility, relocation, loss of or change in employment, 
chronic or terminal illness, loss of a loved one by death, 
separation or divorce, are recovering from an accident 
or disaster or feel alone and wonder if God or anyone 
cares, then the answer could be “You!” In short, ev-
eryone at some time in their life could use a Stephen 
Minister.

At WMC, Stephen Leaders Mel and Lorna Claas-
sen and Liz Gingrich work closely with Velma Swartz 
and the other Pastors to identify and prioritize persons 
who will benefit from having the regular visits of a Ste-
phen Minister.  It is another layer of care in the caring 
ministry at WMC.  

Your Stephen Leaders take seriously the matching 
of available Stephen Ministers and consider this “Holy 
Ground.” We have seen God work through this ministry 
in amazing ways.  It is both exciting and humbling.

Recently, it feels like the number of needs exceeds 
our current resource of seven Stephen Ministers, espe-
cially as we consider needs outside our congregation.  
We covet your prayers as Stephen Leader Bill Minter 
gives direction to the process of recruiting and training 
more Stephen Ministers in the next few months.

God does not expect us to carry our burdens alone.  
We need each other.  Sometimes that’s in the form of a 
Stephen Minister.

–Lorna Claassen

Opportunities to assist immigrants  
Looking for a hands-on way to show God’s love? When 
people who have been placed in immigration deten-
tion centers are released, they sometimes have nothing 
more than the clothes on their backs. Kits containing 
items like clothing and hygiene products can help them 
as they transition into life outside the detention center. 
Mennonite Central Committee is partnering with Inter-
faith Committee for Detained Immigrants to collect and 
distribute immigration detainee kits.

We will be collecting kits over the coming months.  
You can compile the list below and drop it off at the 
church under the mailboxes. There are also half sheet 
fliers from MCC that list the contents and instructions 
for compiling the kits in the literature rack to the left of 
the mailboxes.

Items should be compiled in backpacks or small 
duffel bags. Please mark them with a label stating 
“Male” or “Female” and also the clothing size “Small, 
Medium or Large.” 

CLOTHING:  Please compile packs sizes small, me-
dium or large for both men and women. 
~ 1 jogging suit (sweatpants and sweatshirt; can be pur-
chased as separate items) 
~ 1 t-shirt (new) 
~ 1 pair of socks (new) 
~ 1 pair of underwear (new)

 MISCELLANEOUS: 
~ 1 pair of shoelaces (outdoor or sport style; any color) 
~ 1 pen 
~ 1 small notebook

HYGIENE PRODUCTS:  Please put these items in 
one-gallon closable plastic bag. 
~ 1 washcloth 
~ 1 adult-sized toothbrush (new; in package) 
~ 1 small toothpaste (2.7-3 oz.) 
~ 1 small shampoo (2-3 oz.) 
~ 1 small conditioner (2-3 oz.) 
~ 1 small body wash (2-3 oz.) 
~ 1 razor (disposable; in package) 
~ 1 small shaving cream (2-3 oz.) 
~ 1 comb (wide-tooth) 
~ 1 small deodorant (2-3 oz.) 
~ 1 small body lotion (2-3 oz.)
 For female packs only 
~ sanitary napkins (18-24 count; ultra-thin)

If you want to be involved locally, come to the spe-
cial informational gathering meeting at 6:30 p.m. to-

night, in the church sanctuary. We will hear updates on 
the current situation by Goshen College’s Richard Agu-
irre, who coordinates Elkhart County HOPE Network, 
as well as by a student deeply affected by the current 
situation.  We will also hear about the New Sanctuary 
Movement and the potential Immigrant Resource Cen-
ter, presented by Julia Schmidt. The gathering will close 
with a time for conversation and questions in working 
groups around specific interests.
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New Attender Profile 
Erin and Jordan Smeltzer

Erin Smeltzer was born in Guatemala to 
Ray and Sonja Gyori-Helmuth, who were 
serving with MCC there.  She grew up in 
Elkhart, Ind. at Prairie Street Mennonite 
Church and went to Bethany Christian High 
School before attending Goshen College. 
At Goshen College, Erin studied Second-
ary Education and Mathematics, graduating 
in 2013 with her teaching degree.  She has 
worked at Goshen High School for the past 
four years as a math teacher, cross country 
assistant coach, and head girls track coach.  
Erin enjoys travelling, hiking, playing piano 
and running.

Jordan Smeltzer was born in Fort Wayne, 
Ind. to Skip and Shelley Smeltzer. He grew 
up in New Paris, Ind. and went to Fairfield High School before attending Goshen College.  
At Goshen College, Jordan studied Elementary Education and Special Education, gradu-
ating in 2015 with his teaching degree. He has worked at Prairie View Elementary as a 
second grade teacher for the past two years and enjoys working with kids, being outside, 
biking, running and travelling.

Jordan and Erin met at Goshen College while running cross country.

Serving With MDS
Jeff Miller, Conrad Brenneman and Gor-
don Bontrager spent the week volunteering 
with Mennonite Disaster Service in South 
Carolina where floods damaged homes in 
2015.  Here they ripped out “Miss Hattie’s” 
sagging living room floor, getting ready to 
install a new one.

Photo 1: Conrad Brenneman and another 
MDS volunteer rip out the floor.

Photo 2: Jeff Miller stands in the crawl 
space over a broken floor joist.


