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Additional Stephen Ministers to Train in 
Fall 2017
The Stephen Leader Team (SLT) has affirmed the 
lay caring ministry gifts of Helen Bowman, Rachel 
Brenneman, Anita Myers and Marge Gingerich and 
has invited them to train for serving our congregation 
as Stephen Ministers.  Two persons from College 
Mennonite Church and four persons from Berkey 
Avenue Mennonite Fellowship will also be a part of 
this joint training hosted by WMC.  Their training will 
begin August 30 and end December 13, 2017.  Upon 
training and commissioning, Helen, Rachel, Anita and 
Marge will join the seven current Stephen Ministers in 
providing one-to-one care to individuals experiencing 
difficulties in life. 

Stephen Ministry training combines sound theo-
logical principles with contemporary psychology.  The 
skills Stephen Ministers learn and practice prepare 
them to provide a very high level of Christian caregiv-
ing.  The training is intense because it explores some 
serious life issues, but it is also a growth-producing 
and enjoyable experience.

The 50 hours of Stephen Ministry training is 
broken down into fourteen 2 1/2 hour weekly evening 
sessions and two daylong Saturday sessions. Among 
the training topics are:

•	 Feelings: Yours, Mine, Ours
•	 The Art of Listening
•	 Distinctly Christian Caring
•	 Assertiveness: Relating Gently and Firmly
•	 Maintaining Boundaries in Caregiving
•	 Confidentiality
•	 Ministering to Those Experiencing Grief

More than 600,000 people have gone through 
Stephen Ministry training in more than 12,000 congre-
gations worldwide since the ministry began in 1975.  

This ministry is complementary to WMC’s larger 
caring ministry that includes class shepherds, small 
groups and pastoral care.

–WMC Stephen Leader Team: Lorna and Mel 
Claassen, Liz Gingrich and Bill Minter

AV Booth
Do you know how to run a power point? Do you know 
how to point and aim a camera? Felix has got the job 
for you!! Please contact him to train you to work in 
the AV booth!           

–Felix Perez-Diener

What Is Hospitality, and Does It Look 
Different for Christians? 
The answers to these questions may surprise you or 
even make you uncomfortable.  But then again, sur-
prises are just what we should expect when talking 
about hospitality, according to author and Hesston 
College Bible teacher Michele Hershberger.  Her 
book, A Christian View of Hospitality: Expecting Sur-
prises (1999, Herald Press) will be the study resource 
for a ten-session adult elective Sunday School class, 
beginning Sept. 10.  This elective will precede and 
extend beyond an 8-Sunday worship series this fall 
on biblical hospitality. The worship series is entitled, 
“Welcomed by Christ, Called to Welcome.”  An up-
coming Buzz article will describe that series in more 
detail.

Hershberger’s easy-to-read book will inspire and 
challenge you to deeper understanding and action on 
subjects you’ll be introduced to in worship.  Come 
find out how much more “hospitality” means in the 
Bible, than merely hosting your friends or family for 
a meal. Pastor Neil and Ruthie Saunders will co-lead 
this elective class. Please sign up at the Participation 
Station. If you need a copy of the book ordered for 
you, sign up by August 27, so books can be available 
on Sept. 3.
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Senior Adults enjoyed an afternoon of storytell-
ing by June Alliman Yoder on July 20.  She had 
titled her time with us, “Oh how things have 
changed” and yes we could all identify with 
how life has changed.  We all enjoyed water-
melon, cookies, and garden tea for dessert 
after the story time.

Fall 2017 Directory
This fall, we will print the new directory in 
a different format. We will include the pho-
to section, updated from the last pictorial, 
along with all of the information from the 
smaller directory. We will not be retaking 
photos this year.  However, if you would 
like to replace your photo due to changes 
in your family, or if you would like to add 
your family’s photo because you didn’t 
get one in the last pictorial, please notify 
the office so we can arrange a time (most 
likely on a Sunday morning) for someone 
to take your picture.  Or, if you have a 
recent family photo, you are welcome to 
send it to the office. 
   The due date for returning the profile 
questionnaire is August 27, and we would 
like to have photos by the end of August as 
well.  Feel free to contact the office at 
office@waterfordchurch.org or 533-2241 
for any questions.      

–Janet Shoemaker, Coordinator of 
Administrative Ministries

Ariana Perez Diener Awarded 
Scholarship
Congratulations to Ariana Perez Diener, 
who was awarded an Everence College 
Scholarship. Faith-based Everence 
Financial invests in the God-given talents 
of students through its annual scholarships. 
Learn more at 
everence.com/2017-scholarships.


