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 “…good day.” 

Mark 16:1-8 (&9-20) 

April 5, 2015 (Easter Sunday) 

Lyle Miller 

 

When I was in 9th grade, I was part of a singing group made up of students from two 

schools. Each Tuesday morning, we would meet at Mid-Prairie Junior High for rehearsal, and 

then those of us that went to my school would get on the bus to ride the 8 or 9 miles to Iowa 

Mennonite. 

 The bus driver always had the radio turned to KCII, “The News Source of Southeast 

Iowa.” And about the time we’d get to the Cheese Factory, or maybe my friend Doug’s house, 

we’d hear these familiar words… (“Hello Americans this is Paul Harvey. Stand by for news.”) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jivF03JahHU 

 How many of you remember that phrase? Paul Harvey was called the “most-listened to 

voice in radio,” and he gave his last newscast in 2008, at the age of 90. He was known for his 

homespun brand of news and political commentary, typically leaning to the conservative side. 

Amidst these stories of major events, he’d insert a series of catchphrases and some stories that 

didn’t make the network news. In addition to his signature beginning, he’d end every show by 

wishing his listeners a “good day.” 

 In a separate series, he’d tell a story of some event that shaped a person into who they 

would become later in life. Perhaps it was about Ben, the young boy who would slide letters to 

the editor under the door of the local newspaper, only to see them rejected for publication. And 

how that Ben would respond to the rejection by becoming a better writer and eventually a 

newspaperman himself. And how Ben would grow to influence our nation’s history. The 

committee that edited the Declaration of Independence, for example, included Ben, Benjamin 

Franklin. And now, Paul Harvey would say, you know the rest of the story. 

 One of Paul Harvey’s catchphrases served as a transition point. After he told the latest 

news from Washington or perhaps the story about the Watusi cow in Arkansas with the largest 

horns that anyone has ever seen, he’d mark the transition to the next story with the words, “Page 

2,” or “Page 3.” 

 I was reminded of Paul Harvey when I thought about today’s text, because it reminded 

me of a sermon that I preached two years ago, a sermon about the crucifixion of Christ. 

   (From March 17, 2013: http://www.waterfordchurch.org/sermons/a-sentence-of-grace/) 

 In that message, I described an outline called the “four pages of a sermon.” On the first 

page, we talk about the trouble that is in the text. On the second page, we talk about the trouble 

that is present in today’s world. On the third page, we talk about the grace of God that is present 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jivF03JahHU
http://www.waterfordchurch.org/sermons/a-sentence-of-grace/
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in the text. And on the fourth page, we talk about the grace that is present through God’s work in 

the world today and how we might respond. 

 On that day, we walked through the trouble that was present in Matthew’s account of the 

crucifixion. I referenced Dan Schrock’s observation that if we truly believe that Jesus on the 

cross said, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me,” and if we truly believe in the Triune 

God – God the Father, God the Son, and God the Spirit – then we must come to the conclusion 

that one part of God felt completely abandoned by another part of God. 

 That, I said, is a “one-page sermon.” There is no trouble in our world that can compare 

with the trouble that Jesus experienced. There is no page 2. And there is no page 3 in a Mark 

chapter 15 sermon. If we stick within the bounds of the crucifixion text, if we stick within the 

bounds of Good Friday, there seems to be no grace present.  

And if there is no page 2 and if there is no page 3, there cannot be a page 4. 

 Two weeks ago, our brother Mike returned us to page 1. He named the trouble that is 

present in the text, what the 9th and 10th graders summarized for us. He reminded us of the 

brutality of the cross. He reminded us of the humiliation that Jesus faced at the hands of the 

Romans. He reminded us of the physical pain that Jesus experienced on that Friday that we have 

come to know as Good. 

 And Mike also led us to page 2.  
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He reminded us of the sin, the shame, the hate, the guilt, the unjust social structures, the 

broken relationships that are present in our world today. 

 But today. Today is Easter Sunday. 

 Page 3! 

Let’s listen to the grace that is present in the first 8 verses of Mark chapter 16. 

(ARIANA) 
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 Two weeks ago, the 9th and 10th graders tackled the crucifixion story in Mark 15:20-47, 

and they captured it in 100 words – 99, actually, if you were counting along with Gabriel. Last 

week, the class went after chapter 16, including both the 8 verses that the original writer 

probably wrote and the 12 verses that he probably didn’t, and which we will talk about in a bit. 

This is what they came up with:  

On the first day three women went to the tomb. The stone was rolled away. An angel told 

them Jesus was raised and to go tell the disciples. They fled the tomb fearfully. Mary told 

the disciples that Jesus was alive. The disciples didn’t believe Mary. Jesus appeared to 

two of them, who told the others, but they were not believed. Jesus appeared to the 

disciples and scolded them for not believing that he had risen. Jesus told the disciples to 

proclaim the good news.  Then Jesus ascended into heaven and the disciples proclaimed 

the good news to all people.  

 

 So let’s look at page 3 a little more closely…. 

 When the Sabbath was over, at the very first acceptable time according to Jewish custom, 

three women brought spices to anoint what they assumed to be the decaying body of Jesus. It 

reminds us of another anointing, by another woman, just a few days ago in chapter 14, when a 

woman came with a very expensive bottle of oil and poured it on Jesus’ head at the house of 

Simon the leper. The three women who came to the tomb were the same three women who 

watched the crucifixion from a distance in verse 40 of chapter 15. 

 And as they went to the tomb, they had the very logical question – who will roll away the 

stone from the entrance to the tomb. After all, there were just three of them, and they had seen 

Joseph roll this very large stone against the door of the tomb. Apparently the women didn’t 

approach the grave expecting a miracle – if they had, they wouldn’t have been worried about the 

stone! 

 But when they arrived, they found that the stone had been rolled away. As they went 

inside, they saw a young man there. The other gospels describe the presence of angels. Mark 

says “young man,” but angels are often described with human characteristics, so we can probably 

assume that Mark intended his readers to believe it was an angel.  

 And the angel says, “do not be afraid,” one of the most common messages that angels 

have for God’s people when they appear: 

 “Do not be afraid, Zechariah, for your prayer has been heard.” 

 “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.” 

 “Do not be afraid, Joseph, for the child conceived in Mary is from the Holy Spirit.” 

 “Do not be afraid, [my friends]… He is not here. He has been raised. Look, there is the 

place where he was laid.”  
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 And then the angel gives an interesting command to women. Earlier in the book of Mark, 

when Jesus does something amazing, he typically (always?) tells the disciples to tell no one. This 

time, the angel says, “Go, tell his disciples that he is going ahead of you to Galilee.”  

But the women are consumed by fear. They fled in terror and amazement. They remained 

silent, because they were afraid. For those who reject the resurrection, David McKenna suggests 

that the women’s silence actually lends authenticity to the resurrection. If they were just 

hysterical women fantasizing out of frustration, wouldn’t they have talked about it? Instead, they 

told no one.1 David Garland has a similar conclusion about these verses as proof for the 

resurrection. The women’s emergence as key witnesses attests to the truth, because it is highly 

unlikely that the early church would have based any story on the word of women if the events 

didn’t actually happen.2 

Now if you have a printed Bible, you may find something interesting after verse 8. If you 

have a New Revised Standard Version, you’ll see the rest of the chapter enclosed in double 

brackets that are explained with a footnote. If you have a New International Version, you’ll 

typically have a horizontal line and the words, “[The earliest manuscripts and some other ancient 

witnesses do not have verses 9–20.]” Unless you have a King James Version, you probably have 

some reference that talks about the fact that the most reliable early manuscripts end the book of 

Mark after verse 8. 

In debating the validity of these verses, scholars point to several thing. As those notes 

name, this portion isn’t part of the earliest manuscripts that have been found, though it begins to 

appear as early as the late second century. Scholars point out that the transition from verse 8 to 

verse 9 seems pretty abrupt, and that the grammar and language of the final verses is different 

from the rest of the book of Mark.  

So what do we make of this? If it wasn’t part of the earliest manuscripts, can we include 

it as part of scripture? If we have questions about the validity of this part of the gospel, should 

we have questions about other parts as well? Those are questions that come to mind, and that did 

come to mind when I talked with the 9th and 10th graders. 

I don’t think we need to question the truth that is in these words. After all, the events that 

are described in the final verses are all described in other gospels.  

 In verse 9, Jesus appears first to Mary Magdalene, a parallel to Jesus appearing to 

her in John chapter 20, when she first takes him to be the gardener. 

 In verse 12, Jesus appears to two of them on the road, a parallel to the Emmaus 

Road story in Luke 24.  

                                                           
1 McKenna, D. L., & Ogilvie, L. J. (1982). Mark (Vol. 25, p. 312). Nashville, TN: Thomas Nelson Inc. 
2 Garland, D. E. (1996). Mark (p. 610). Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan Publishing House. 
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 In verse 14, Jesus appears to them at the table, where he upbraids them for their 

lack of faith and for their stubbornness, a parallel to Luke 24 and John 20. 

 In verses 15-19, he gives the Great Commission and ascends into heaven, a 

parallel to the end of Matthew 28. 

 And in verse 20, we are told of how the disciples spread the good news, 

essentially a summary of the book of Acts. 

So how did the ending change? Why did the original author end the book after verse 8, 

and why did the ending get changed? Those are all matters of discussion among scholars. Some 

will suggest that the earliest versions didn’t end after verse 8, but that the original ending was 

lost. After all, to run away in fear seems like a weak ending to what we know as a triumphant 

resurrection story. They point out that Matthew and Luke, who almost certainly used Mark as a 

source, saw fit to provide a more appropriate ending to their gospels. 

And so most scholars agree that some editor in the second century had the same thought. 

Unwilling to accept such a wimpy end to Mark, this copyist who had read the other gospels 

pulled from them to try writing a better ending. 

But others scholars will say that Mark ended the story after verse 8 with the assumption 

that we will end the story ourselves.  

Page 4 
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I’m intrigued by the perspective of Timothy Geddert in the Believer’s Church Bible 

Commentary Series. Geddert suggests that Mark uses verses 7 and 8 to demonstrate how the 

Jesus’ followers have failed. In verse 7, we see how the men have failed. Throughout the entire 

book of Mark, Jesus has been telling the disciples about what will happen and how they can join 

with Jesus in his mission, represented by Galilee. But the men have fled, especially Peter. 

 Peter, one of the stars of the show throughout the entire book of Mark: 

o the first disciple listed in chapter 3,  

o the one who said “You are the Messiah” in chapter 8, 

o the one who was joined by James and John at the transfiguration in chapter 9, 

  

 But Peter, the one who fell asleep when Jesus prayed in the garden, 

 Peter, the one whom Jesus chastised for pulling a sword, 

 Peter, the one who followed at a distance and denied Jesus three times, 

 Peter, who with the rest of the men who had followed Jesus, is completely absent in 

chapter 15.  

Peter wasn’t there when Jesus was before Pilate. Peter wasn’t there on the road to 

Golgotha, so another Simon carried Jesus cross. Peter wasn’t with the women when they 

watched the crucifixion from afar. Peter wasn’t there when Joseph went to Pilate and asked for 

the body. And Peter wasn’t there when Joseph wrapped the body in linen cloth, laid it in a tomb, 

and rolled the stone in front of the door. In all four of the gospel accounts, there is no mention of 

Peter from the time he denied Jesus on Thursday evening until the resurrection on Sunday 

morning.  

Peter is nowhere to be found. Peter took Friday and Saturday off, and yet the angel tells 

the women to specifically tell Peter that Jesus is alive.  

If the book ended with verse 7, it would be a challenging ending, but not a troubling one. 

By including verse 8, it becomes troubling as well. In verse 8, we see how the women have 

failed. They are actually present on Easter morning. They have heard the resurrection message. 

But they too, like Peter and the other disciples, run in fear. They remain silent, for they were 

afraid.    

Both the men and the women have heard the resurrection message before they fail, the 

men as they walked with Jesus and the women as they went to the tomb. And as readers, we 

want to stand in judgment of them. How could they, we say. How could they hear the message of 

the resurrection, hear that he has given an invitation to meet them in Galilee, hear that there is 

forgiveness for failure, reinstatement after desertion, a welcome back after denial? How could 

they hear all of these things and remain silent? 
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But we must remember that we too have now heard this message. All through Mark’s 

gospel, we have been taught to fix our eyes on Jesus. Not on the 12 disciples. Not on the women. 

But on Jesus. If we keep our eyes fixed on the disciples, we can say that we’re no worse than 

Peter and justify all kinds of failures. And if we keep our eyes on the women, we can justify our 

silence about the resurrection message.   

But Timothy Geddert suggests that verses 7 and 8 provide a great challenge for us as 

readers.  

 “Mark invites us, challenges us, to fix our eyes on Jesus, who has gone on ahead of us. 

We must follow him, obey him, go where he goes. Then we too will meet the risen Jesus. Then 

our failure will be forgiven and our courage renewed.”3  

If we don’t like the end of Mark’s gospel in verse 8, Geddert says, there is something we 

can do. 

If we like, “we can stand still at the empty tomb and contemplate our options.” We can 

stand there afraid and inactive, even fleeing in terror. Or we can realize that there will only be 

more if we finish the rest of the story. How the story continues depends on whether we respond 

as the remaining eleven disciples do, or as the women do, or as the divine messenger instructs. 

We can go to Galilee and meet Jesus. We can go and tell the good news.4  

“We can look past the end of the narrative to the continuation of the story.” If we respond 

appropriately, we realize that the end of the narration is not the end of the story. Mark’s original 

gospel ends by narrating a resurrection report, but Mark’s gospel also has referred to lots of post-

resurrection events. All of chapter 13, for example, is about what will happen beyond the 

resurrection. Mark’s gospel is about beginnings! The first words of the gospel are “the beginning 

of the good news.” Mark’s entire gospel is about how the good news began. It began with Jesus 

proclaiming and bringing God’s reign. It continued with Jesus going all the way to the cross, all 

the way to the bitter end, and being vindicated by God. 

But now at the end, now that Jesus has died and been raised, now that he has reached his 

glory beyond the cross, this beginning is over. However, Jesus’ end here on earth makes possible 

a new beginning – a new beginning for the disciples, a new beginning for the women, and a new 

beginning for us. All of us are invited to walk the discipleship road. Mark’s narrative ends, but 

Jesus’ story goes on. 

And when we choose the discipleship road, when we walk with Jesus for the rest of story, 

that will be – in the words of Paul Harvey – a good day. 

                                                           
3 Timothy S. Geddert, Believers Church Bible Commentary: Mark, Scottdale, Pa.: Herald Press (2001), p. 399. 
4 These sections draw from Geddert, p. 400-404. 


