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I. Intro.  Pentecost = kind of a strange celebration day 

A. Some of us in church are quite familiar w/ it, while others 
were just barely aware of it until this morning 

1. Xmas & Easter are the biggest Xian holidays, but unlike those, 
Pentecost doesn’t show up on our secular calendars 

2. It’s easy for Pentecost to just creep past some of us. 

B. Why should we celebrate Pentecost? 

1. Lord knows, we’re not “Pentecostal” here 

a) Many here wouldn’t want to even be so described, much less actually 

behaving and worshiping like “Pentecostals” do 

b) For a lot of us, we don’t like feeling out of control in worship! 

2. Most know Pentecost has to do with the coming of the Holy Spirit 
(& we wouldn’t want to say that’s not important) 

a) Yet a lot of Mennonite churches, if honest, would admit we don’t 

make a big thing of the Holy Spirit, week in and week out 

b) Too much talk or evidence of the H.S. makes some of us 

uncomfortable, while others try to quietly stay in tune with it 

c) We’re good at acknowledging HS’s presence, but we don’t quite know 

what to do with this invisible, uncontrollable sometimes wild side of God 

3. I saw & felt that within myself when our MCC Learning Tour 
group was worshiping in Honduran Mennonite churches last month 

a) I paid attention to the lyrics of the worship songs we sang in 3 

different churches, and saw lots of repetition of words like “power” and 

“authority” 

b) Those are not words that we North American Anglo Mennonites 

feature every Sunday in our songs 

c) After one of the services, those in our group who didn’t know as much 

Spanish were asking what that one short word was that we sang maybe 2 

dozen times in one song: 

Fluye, fluye, fluye … Espiritu Santo, fluye! 

Flow, flow, flow … Holy Spirit, flow! 

In some ways, every Sunday in Honduran Mennonite churches is 

Pentecost Sunday! 

II. I’d like to have us contemplate a hypothetical question 
this morning:  “What if we didn’t have Pentecost?”  I can 
think of 3 results if that were the case 
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A. Some of you know the Amish make a big deal of Ascension 
Day, which was just celebrated ten days ago, when they gave their 
employees & school children the day off.  But I hope the Amish also 
observe Pentecost & not just Ascension Day 

1. If we didn’t have Pentecost, all we’d have is the Lord Jesus 
ascended back to heaven & a bunch of frustrated nostalgic disciples  

2. We’d have stargazing followers wondering what to do next and 
how to do it … 

3. We’d have some individual Xians just living in the past with their 
great memories of Jesus … but it wouldn’t be a living faith 

B. (leads to 2nd result) … We’d have a collection of individual Xians, 
but we wouldn’t have the church 

1. Pentecost celebrates when the church began … it’s considered 
the birthday of the church 

2. Here we see the beginning of a nucleus of a gathered, unified & 
empowered community of disciples 

C. (word “empowered” leads to 3rd & most important result) … We wouldn’t have 
the ongoing presence & power of Jesus Christ w/ us through the 
H.S. 

1. W/out Pentecost we could say, “Jesus died & rose again to save 
us,” but we couldn’t say “He’s alive & active today!” 

2. Some of you were here on Easter Sunday when our choir 
chanted & sang, “He is alive! He is alive! He is alive!”   

a) The infectious excitement of their song was due to the possibility of 

the choir singing & speaking for themselves, as well as the listeners 

personalizing the song for themselves. 

b) Without Pentecost, the only truth in the song would be the singers 

pretending to be original disciples who were actually there at the empty 

tomb over 2K years ago. 

III.  Pentecost is about the provisions God made for his 
people once the risen Jesus left the earth 

A. Our story from Acts today tells us what happened after Jesus’ 
ascension into heaven, but the Gospel text has Jesus making 3 
important promises … promises which equip his followers for 
faithful lives after Jesus leaves –  

B. (v. 12 of John 14) 1st promise:  We will be enabled to continue his 
work & do even greater works 
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1. Whoa!  Greater works than Jesus?  Are you kidding me?  More 
spectacular miracles?  No … 

2. “Greater” ≠ greater quality or more miraculous  

3. “Greater” can = more quantity … more extensive reach 

a) Although he was “God with us”, Jesus was only one man  … as far as 

we know, he was only in one place at a time 

b) There are millions of us his followers today:  Imagine effect of doing 

Jesus’ works of teaching, serving, healing, preaching, caring & reaching 

out to the needy when multiplied by millions of people! 

C. 2nd promise:  (vv. 13-14) Our prayers & requests will be answered 

1. These have always been problematic verses for people who have 
had what they call “unanswered prayers” … it might sound like Jesus 
is claiming to be a spiritual vending machine, dispensing what we 
want on demand 

2. A few comments about this promise:   

a) I recall something that came out of Xianity Today magazine a few 

years ago:  When Jesus says that everyone who asks will receive, he is 

assuming that those who pray will be disciples who are right with God 

and not cherishing iniquity in their hearts. 

b) Let me clearly note the reality that some people ARE as right with 

God as they can be, and yet still experience God as far away or silent … 

they don’t get answers that they can detect 

Until I began to experience a dark night of the soul episode myself, 

I would have completely agreed with that writer from Xianity 

Today 

I continue to believe that in general, we can expect this promise of 

Jesus to be fulfilled in recognizable answers to prayer in God’s 

own timing, but I also believe there are times when the answers 

just don’t come 

3. Besides the obvious & clear answers to prayer that sometimes 
come our way, let me share one helpful way of understanding how 
God answers our prayers.  John Guest once wrote: 

It is extraordinary to realize that our prayer can change events and circumstances in the world 

around us.  But what is just as remarkable is that when we pray, we change.  More often than not 

we become the answer to our own prayers as we open up ourselves to God in prayer. 

4. A Jesuit professor at Loyola University, John Powell, once described how this 
worked in his life: 

Once I was giving a talk to all of the houses of my Jesuit order in the Midwest.  I was the 3rd 

speaker on a panel of 3.  I’m never nervous before I speak – I mean, I have too much mileage on 

my mouth. At least I was never nervous as we traveled around all the other houses. 
 

 



5/15/16     “Pentecost:  So What?” 

Text:   Acts 2:1-21; John 14:8-17       (Pentecost) 4 

We came at last to Loyola University, here in Chicago, where I teach.  I’m confronted with my 

own community. I wanted to impress them.  They’d never heard me speak, and I wanted to tell 

them, “A star is coming out tonight, brothers. You’ve had a gem right here in your midst.  You 

may not have known that, but you did.” 

 

So I was nervous.  My mouth was dry.  My hands were cold.  When all else fails, you try prayer, 

right? So I tried prayer and nothing happened. 

 

I said, “Jesus, I’m asking in your name. You said whatever we ask in your name you’re going to 

give us.” And nothing happened.  So I said, “You’re trying to tell me something?” And he did. 

 

I heard inside me, “You’re getting ready to give a performance. You’re getting ready to perform 

for your brothers so they’ll know how good you are, and they don’t need that.  They need you to 

love them so they will know how good they are.” 

 

I looked out at the community, and I said, “I’m going to love you. I don’t know whether I really 

have in the past, but from now on I’m going to love you.” 

 

It is true what they say, that when you love you are not nervous.  All nervousness disappeared: 

the saliva came back into my mouth, the blood came back into my fingers, and I felt very much at 

home.  And I knew the effect when I love.  When we love, God acts.  God did act that night 

through me. 

5. Brothers and sisters at Waterford, let us look at least as much for 
prayer to change us as for prayer to change other people and things. 

D. 3rd promise: (v 16-17) Another Counselor/Advocate will be given 
to be with us forever 

1. This is God’s Spirit, whom Christ’s disciples know because he 
dwells in them … this promise was then fulfilled in the Acts 2 story 

2. More than anything else, we have a living faith because God 
gave us the Holy Spirit to be our Advocate/Counselor on an ongoing 
basis 

3. Don’t we need that sometimes? (from Lectionary Homiletics, Apr/May 2004, p. 63) 

Some years ago a tourist was exploring a market street in Damascus, Syria. He watched as a 

byciclist balanced a crate of oranges on his handlebars.  Suddenly, a porter appeared, so bent 

with a burden that he didn’t realize he was walking right into the path of the bicycle.  Smack! 

 

Well the oranges went rolling down the street, the burden was dropped, and a war of words 

broke out between the two men as a crowd gathered.  Then the bicyclist moved toward the porter 

with a clenched fist. 

 

Just then, a tattered little man slipped out from the crowd.  He took the raised fist in his hand, 

and kissed it. … the cursing stopped.  The two men relaxed, and the crowd murmured 

approvingly.  People began picking up the oranges.  And the little man who helped the healing to 

happen melted back into the crowd. 
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4. Don’t we need a quiet counselor like that little man, in our lives 
sometimes? 

a) … When we keep colliding with others & our oranges go rolling down 

the street … when the victory of Easter seems like a distant memory, then 

we need a present help in time of trouble 

b) Jesus knew we would have those times after he left us … so he gave us 

the Holy Spirit to be not only our counselor in times of need, but also to be 

our channel for God’s power to enable us to do what Jesus called us to do 

5. The Holy Spirit is what makes the difference between a religion 
based on a living resurrection, rather than one that only 
memorializes a 2K-year-old event 

6. I’ve spoken this morning about the Holy Spirit as a wonderful gift 
given to equip us for the risen Jesus to live on in us and through us 

IV. But there’s one more metaphor I’d like to share to 
help us think about the meaning of Pentecost 

A. In our Year of the Bible last year, we talked about the 
Heilsgeschichte, a long word for God’s salvation history 

1. My friend and fellow pastor Dan Schrock has described all of 
salvation history as God’s initiatives to be intimate friends with us 

2. You may sometimes hear us pastors refer to the Bible as one 
complex & extended love story between God and the world 

3. Schrock likes to frame it as God’s friendship story with us, in this 
way: (Daniel P Schrock, The Dark Night: A Gift of God, Herald Press, c2009, p. 193) 

In the creation of the world, God intended to live with us in intimate community.  Although our 

sin marred God’s original intention for intimacy with us and with the rest of creation, God did 

not give up the pursuit of friendship.  We can read the Bible as the story of God’s unending 

attempts to become friends with us once again … 

 

In a deep sense, the mission of God is to produce a new friendship with us that God planned in 

the creation of the world, but lost because of our sin. 

B. What was new & helpful for me in understanding Christmas, 
Easter & Pentecost is how Schrock cast these Christian 
celebrations in the light of God reaching out in friendship to us 

1. How does God do that?  Schrock describes the 3 major ways that 
God extended friendship to us in history 

a) Creation (when God made a world & people, plants & animals to live 

closely together with God in harmony) 

b) Incarnation (when God took on human flesh, lived & died as one of us, 

& was raised from the dead so that we could transcend death) 
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c) Pentecost (when, out of friendship, we were granted God’s very Spirit 

to live within us and empower us to continue the work of Jesus on earth) 

2. Isn’t that encouraging to think about Christmas, Easter and 
Pentecost as simply examples of the lengths God would go to be 
intimate friends with us? 

a) I find this summary from Dan Schrock helpful: (Schrock p. 193) 

The twin actions of Incarnation and Pentecost – when one of the members of the Trinity came to 

earth – made the friendship within God available to us in a whole new way 

b) I hope today you may see Pentecost not merely as a Christian 

celebration of the power and mystery of God, but also as a celebration of 

God’s friendship with us! 

V.  Conclusion 

A.  Easter without Pentecost, my friends, is just a flash-in-the-
pan religion …  

1. It’s a momentary excitement with eternal consequences, but with 
no daily ongoing relevance 

2. Christian faith without Pentecost is pathetic & anemic … in fact, 
it’s DEAD! 

B. There’s only one way for Christian faith to be more than just 
nostalgia about some holy guy from 2K years ago: 

1. That’s for Jesus of Nazareth, God’s Messiah, to live on within us 

2. And that happens through God’s Holy Spirit, given to us at 
Pentecost! 

C. Pentecost shows that, in order to be intimate friends with us, 
God was willing to go further even than becoming human, dying 
and rising again 

1. God was willing to even live in us forever, just to share the power 
and love of Jesus through us 

2. That’s why Pentecost is something we in the church don’t 
overlook on our calendars  

3. THAT’S why Pentecost is a big deal 


