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The Community of Justice  
SEEKING THE BELOVED COMMUNITY 

 
Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their labor:  10 If either of them 
falls down, one can help the other up. But pity anyone who falls and has no one to help them 
up.  11 Also, if two lie down together, they will keep warm. But how can one keep warm 
alone?  12 Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three 
strands is not quickly broken. (Ecclesiastes 4:9-12) 
 
One of the challenges we are facing in our communities today, and even in the Church, is the 
unwillingness to trust each other, and because of that we are living in a divided society of 
which we can’t give our hope which found in Christ. 
 
We know about the wall that was built to divide and keep German people apart. Many of us 
watched in 1990 how that wall was broken down. 
 
We as people of God need to be committed to remove barriers and walls that divide us. Jesus 
Christ said in Luke 4:18-19 The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to 
proclaim good news to the poor.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and 
recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor.”  
 
One of the greatest contributions of the Church in Africa today is the deep understanding of 
redemptive suffering, witnessing of a Church involved in a ministry of reconciliation, 
witnessing new humanity being truly born, and a community which transcends the divisions 
arising out of our sinfulness. Christ crucified and risen stands at the center of that re-creative 
act of grace. The Church should be a prophetic voice for the voiceless and fight for any 
injustice wherever it prevails. It is our mandate as Christian leaders to look at walls that divide 
us and work to assist in removing them. 
 
Who is my neighbors? When I think this question, my mind always goes to my tribe, my clan, 
my friends or people of my color of skin?  Or my fellow Christians? I grew up in a society 
where I never saw a Muslim until I went to high school. And later, when I joined the ministry, I 
started to learn about how Muslims hate Christians.  So we created a habit and passion of 
hating Muslims.  After I started a ministry of Peace building Initiatives, God opened my heart.  
One morning in my quiet time with God, I heard a clear voice.  
 
From that day I had to face my own attitude toward Muslims.  The Holy Spirit showed me that 
I was getting hard in my spirit, and that I had hardness and bitterness toward those radical 
young Muslims who were burning and killing church leaders.  And God showed me that if I 
continue to hate Muslims this will take away my ability to communicate His love, WHICH IS 
THE ESSENCE of my ministry.  So I had to ask for forgiveness from the Lord, and for more 
grace toward Muslims, because these events had shaken my faith in Christ.  Right there, 
Christ healed me, and I started to work with Muslims in a new way.   
 



Like the Good Samaritan, I started to count Muslim brothers and sisters to be my neighbors. 
Why?  Because Christ gave an example in the Cross and the cross make sense when it is 
accepted. As the apostle Paul declared, (NIV 1:I8 ) The message about Christ’s death on the 
cross is nonsense to those who are being lost but for us who are being saved it is God’s 
power. 
 
In this present world, people suffer from all aspects of life, confusion is destroying us, misuse 
of power is destroying nations, corruption is destroying good systems, cultures are misused 
and this has led to shake the foundations of good norms in our societies today.  Nationhood 
has become a weapon to the strangers, color of skin is taken as a wall, evil people are arising 
and can hate you simply because you do not belong to their nation, tribe or simply you don’t 
belong to the same geographical setting as them. 
 
YOU become the enemy to somebody because you don’t know how to speak his language or 
his little traditions and taboos of his culture. This is what happened in our neighboring country 
of Rwanda when the Hutu tribe started to kill off about 1 million fellow citizens in just one 
week simply because they were Tutsi. 
 
In Somalia, 99% of the population are Muslims. They speak the same language, they have 
the same culture, but for about three decades they haven’t had stability of government. They 
are killing each other by name of clan within the same tribe! Last week 169 were killed and 
400 people were seriously wounded in Mogadishu. 
 
Enmity can even come into a strong nation or society, and even in a good family.  That is why 
CAIN murdered his brother Abel.  Both belonged to the same mother and same father, they 
had the same color of skin, the same language and culture, but that is what SIN is all about. 
 
Sin brings divisions and confusion, it shakes the foundations of political stability and good 
norms of our religious teachings. 
 
We lose each other when we get separated from God. Things don’t make sense, you don’t 
sleep at night, and even your brothers appear to be a threat because you don’t see them 
clearly. 
 
We need to evaluate and examines ourselves.  The thinking of those who are being lost is 
totally self-centered and these people lose their spiritual sight. The one who is centered on 
selfishness may be a religious person, a politician, a businessman--it can be anyone. 
 
We Mennonites understand and continue to affirm a Christ-centered commitment to the way 
of peace as central to a Mennonite/Anabaptist view of the Church. Jesus taught us to love our 
enemies (both personal and national) and pray for those who persecute us (Mat 5:44). 
 
And this way, we confess that our kingdom, which is the kingdom of God, is not built with the 
violence and power of this age, but with an uncompromising commitment to the way of peace 
through a radical reliance on the Holy Spirit. 
 
We Mennonites teach that through the way of peace we can overcome evil and any injustice 
by honoring God, the God of Love, the God who gave his Son, Christ Jesus to us as the 
savior and the Prince of Peace.  



 
Africans have amazing confidence in God as the JUST ONE wherever injustice seems to 
prevail.  The Swahili say (MUNGU YUPO) GOD IS PRESENT; in my language we say 
(MUNGU ANA NGUVU), which means God has power, He is victorious. Because of that, 
justice is attainable through God. God cannot be defeated by evil. God also establishes peace 
so that in Him, people can live a nonviolent life. 
 
In the world we live in today we are confronted with divided societies which are rooted in 
foundations of this world. The Church should play her role faithful to this present society. I 
believe that the Church has a mandate to be a voice for the voiceless and to bring justice, 
reconciliation and peace in this broken world. 
 
The Church should be a prophetic voice for the voiceless and fight for any injustice wherever 
it prevails. In towns where Jesus was teaching you could see publicans, prostitutes, lepers; 
men and women with no character left, all eaten through and through, and torn into pieces 
inwardly, ran to Christ unafraid that he would turn them away. 
 
As Pastor of pastors in Tanzania--which I have served in that capacity for almost 32 years--I 
have learned that we are losing our direction in serving God by pointing fingers at sinners and 
by SITTING in his throne instead of welcoming them to Christ. WE judge OTHERS by naming 
their mistakes and their sins. The Church is not a social club for saints, it is a hospital for 
sinners. 
 
The Pharisees were very religious teachers, but they had no ability to put broken lives 
together, they could only judge and criticize. Always they said, “Look what He is doing sitting 
with prostitutes, eating with sinners.”  We need to change!  
 
The Apostle Paul said “To us who are being saved, the cross is the power of God which 
brings JUSTICE, RECONCILIATION AND PEACE.”  It is the message which make sense 
when it is accepted. 
 
I know a man in my home town who was torn into pieces with hatred and he knew no 
medicine to heal it.  He could not sleep, he hated his family and his parents, so he decided to 
kill himself in the hope that he would have some rest, the face of that person kept looking 
down all the time. 
 
One day, as we were preaching at an open air meeting, he heard the message and the 
presence of Holy Spirit penetrated his heart.  He came to us and said “Is it true that God loves 
sinners and loves me also?” We answered “YES.” Then he continued “So how does he show 
his love to people?”  We explained that He died for his enemies. He hung on the cross as a 
criminal for criminals, naked and in shame for those who are spiritually naked. Just like that, 
the man repented all his sins, his heart was strangely warmed and new power took over as he 
became the child of God. WHY? He loves you just like that. 
 
Even when they nailed him to the cross, the Son of God demonstrated his love to the men 
who were enjoying killing Him.  Instead of calling them enemies, He prayed for them by 
saying “Father, please these are my brothers; please forgive them because they do not know 
what they are doing”. Instead, he treated his murderers as friends. 
 



God forgives them because they do not understand, they are acting out of ignorance. THAT 
WAS THE BLEEDING LOVE. Do you see what He saw? He saw His blood poured out on the 
cross as capable of rehabilitating criminals so that they could actually become human beings 
again. With nails being driven into his hands. He looked at the faces of soldiers who were 
careless and enjoying killing, and Christ saw a man behind them. He cried “Father, this 
soldier was created in your image and he is destroying himself. Please forgive my brother.” 
When Christ was asking us to love our enemies, he showed us on the cross what He meant. 
Paul said this message of the cross brings sense out of nonsense when it is accepted. 
 
One day, as I was preaching with my fellow Pastor, one man was standing behind the podium, 
tears running down his cheeks after listening the preaching.  Then suddenly he rushed to the 
back of the room to one he had called his enemy. He went to the man he has counted as his 
enemy for many years. He embraced him with tears asking for forgiveness. Why? because he 
had found a brother again, in Christ. 
 
I remember how, in 1995, we were invited to speak and give our testimonies at a boys’ 
boarding high school. We gave our testimonies to the boys and many accepted 
Jesus Christ. On the following Monday, the Headmaster got back many stolen things from the 
school, including books that had been lost, and these boys opened up to us about unthinkable 
sins.  
 
The following we got a call from the Headmaster please pastor came again why to come 
again ! He was looking for economic site even if himself he don’t want to open his heart to 
God. 
 
THE CROSS IS THE UNITER. 
 
We need to work together.  Why?  Because you don’t have any other choice.  
The cross is the uniter--it brings all kinds of people together.  Paul declared “Christ himself 
has brought us peace by making Jews and Gentles to be one in Christ… by his death on the 
cross, Christ destroyed our enmity; by means of the cross he united both races into the body 
of Christ and brought us back to God.” 
 
There is no giving up at the cross, Jesus Christ chose to do something new in the cross 
knowing the dominion of darkness and all our confusion. His aim is to win and unite human 
beings into himself and to change them from enemies into his friends, and then to be friends 
to each other.  The message of the cross is the message which brings sense out of nonsense 
so that all humanity can experience GOD’S SHALOM 
 
MERCY, SHALOM AND LOVE BE YOURS IN ABUNDANCE 


