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When Do You Do Your Examen? 
Before Pastor Cindy left on sabbatical, she introduced us to 
the Prayer of Examen, and all were invited to pick up and 
use a prayer notebook provided by the church. Tradition-
ally, this prayer is done at the end of the day, but personally 
I’ve found that I’m too tired to concentrate. When I remem-
ber, early morning works better for me to review God’s 
activity in my life the previous 24 hours. I also periodically 
meet with two different early morning men’s groups, which 
include some contemplative spiritual practices.

I know that for some of you, as much as you may want 
to get together with others to pray, it ain’t going to happen 
at 6:00 or 6:30 in the morning! So how about 6:30 in the 
evening, before you head to bed? As noted in the June 3 
Buzz, you are invited to join others in the church sanctuary 
at 6:30 every Thursday evening this summer for contempla-
tive group prayers. People such as myself, Rebecca Ramer, 
Jeff Miller, Sheldon Swartz, and Loanne Harms will lead 
these times of guided prayer. I often find that I get much 
more out of praying with other people present than I do all 
by myself. You can come for just one evening or for all the 
evenings. It’s another way to deepen our relationships with 
God in the open space of our indoor sanctuary.

—Pastor Neil

Where Are Your Wide Open Spaces?
While Cindy is spending her sabbatical in Wide Open Spac-
es, we are all invited to find our own wide open spaces. 
If any of the open spaces you encounter this summer are 
visible to the human eye, you are welcome and encouraged 
to send a picture to the office, stating the place and your 
name. We will compile them into a slideshow to share with 
Cindy and our whole church family in worship at the end of 
the summer. Send photos to office@waterfordchurch.org.

Jeopardy
Come watch or play Jeopardy on July 11 and see how much 
you know about our senior adults. You will learn something 
new about this group of people—there are more than 100!

Here is one to get you started: This woodworker is also 
a rock and mountain climber. Look for the answer in next 
week’s Buzz.

After the game, there will be ice cream sundaes.

If you would like to participate as a contestant contact 
Lorene Miller (534-0000 or kevin.lorene@gmail.com).

Lucas Bateman, Grant Kauffmann, and Ethan Claassen 
help Pastor Katie lead closing worship.

Peace Lab Funds Turtles
Great work for all the Peace Lab (Vacation Bible School) 
children who raised $446.55 for the turtle project in Zabalo, 
Ecuador! Thanks also to all who volunteered to make Peace 
Lab an incredible week. I watched as you poured out count-
less hours, unending patience, generous love, insightful 
wisdom, and reserves of energy. It was truly a meaningful 
year to watch as our children grappled with the concept of 
becoming peacemakers like Jesus. I enjoyed seeing church 
members ranging in age from youth to senior adults coming 
together to serve. A special thanks to Veronica Berkey for 
being our thoughtful, organized, and creative director. 

—Katie Misz and the Family Life Ministry Team
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Clockwise from bottom: Worship leaders Lauren 
Hoogenboom and Zoë Brown and the Smartypants 
peace band (Murray Bowman, Leah Berkey, Jeremy 
Stutzman); a Bible school student shows the Abraham 
and Lot dolls he created; Ron, Ron, the Science 
Mon (Weirich); and Jo Ward-Selman uses science 
experiments during the Bible response time.


