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If Only Kids Came With A Manual….
Introducing Parent Empowerment
Nurturing kids and youth is not an easy task.  If only 
kids came with a manual!  It takes a village to raise 
kids, and it takes learning from failure and success.  
The Family Life Ministry Team has heard from many 
parents that they would benefit from a forum to learn, 
dialogue, and grow as a parent.  The sentiment is 
echoed by grandparents, teachers, youth workers, and 
others who nurture children.  This year, we are launch-
ing Parent Empowerment.  Parent Empowerment is 
a learning opportunity one Saturday morning a quarter 
that deals with issues specific to caring for youth and 
children.  Any adults are welcome to attend (you need 
not have a biological child to be a nurturer and spiri-
tual mother or father). 

The first Parent Empowerment will be on the topic 
of parenting kids in college. We will bring in speaker, 
Patricia Ebersole Zwier from Oaklawn.  She will 
discuss the emotional and spiritual challenges of this 
transition in addition to the transition of empty nest-
ing.  This will take place on Saturday, November 4th 
from 9:00-10:30.  Light breakfast will be served.

The second Parent Empowerment this year will 
be on the topic of Raising Kids in a World of Technol-
ogy. We will bring in the speaker, Brenda Yoder from 
Dove’s Nest, to lead our discussion on January 20th 
from 9:00-10:30.            –Pastor Katie Misz

"Krafting" Work You Love Seminar 
"No."  The title does not contain a misspelling.  The 
word "Krafting" is used, because the Urban diction-
ary defines it as "a smile so bright it makes your day."  
Isn't that appropriate when talking about finding work 
you love--rather than the drudgery with which many 
view their work.  When we hear that 84% of Ameri-
cans would like to change jobs in the coming year, it 
raises many questions about how people are choos-
ing where they sink their energies into for 40 hours 
or more each week.  Some of you may remember the 
seminar opportunity experienced by Waterford people 
from different age groups this past winter using the 
48 Days to the Work You Love materials (authored by 
Dan Miller and facilitated by Conrad Brenneman).  

A similar seminar designed to guide people into 
finding or creating work you love is being offered 
again this fall at Waterford.  Although the core power-
ful materials will be used again from 48 Days, Con-
rad will also be incorporating other helpful resources 
that will equip participants to make their current job 
more fulfilling and engaging.  Over the last couple 
of decades, Conrad has developed a strong interest in 
the topic of one's vocation, career, & calling, which 
enables him to provide helpful perspective and content 
ideas--along with a desire to lead and encourage others 
in finding work that is meaningful and purposeful. 

This 6-session seminar on Monday evenings 
starting in October is designed for people of all ages, 
backgrounds and work experiences. This seminar will 
show each participant how to plan your work around 
your life, instead of the other way around!  See Conrad 
for more details, find a participant from this winter's 
seminar, look for a table with information in mid-
September near the library, or watch for information 
shared on Sunday, September 17th at Waterford.

–Conrad Brenneman

Church Advent Choir
All interested singers are invited to be a part of our 
Advent choir. This choir, under the direction of Josh 
Tyson, comes with the support of the Worship Minis-
try Team. The choir will sing during our services on 
December 10 and 31. There will be approximately 
four 60-minute rehearsals on Tuesdays or Thursdays 
in November and December. More information about 
rehearsals will be coming soon. Interested participants 
should contact Josh Tyson (email joshua.m.tyson@
gmail.com or call (574) 312-9152) by October 1.
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Mark Daniels provided artistic expression to lament and hope during the worship services for the 
Dwelling in the Word series.

Mentoring Pairs
Children Who Are in Sixth Grade or 
Older
If you do not have a mentor and would like 
one, there is a meeting on September 24, 
next Sunday, for you and your parents at 
9:15 at the front of the sanctuary.  A brief 
description of the program will be given as 
well the steps for pairing you with a men-
tor.

New Mentor Pairs
October 26, 7:00, at the church is a meet-
ing for newly partnered mentoring pairs.  
This meeting is for those mentors/mentees 
who have begun their relationship in the 
past several months.  If there are other 
mentoring pairs who feel that they need 
little push to get their relationship going, 
you are also invited.

–Leonard Harms

Waterford and Other Indiana 
Mennonites Featured For 
Creation Care
Waterford Mennonite Church is one of sev-
eral Indiana Mennonite congregations and 
educational institutions highlighted in the 
September newsletter of  Hoosier Interfaith 
Power & Light, a faith-based organization 
from multiple religious traditions promot-
ing creation care and responding to climate 
change. The article mentions Waterford’s 
solar panel array, its wetlands and other ef-
forts emphasizing creation care.  For a link 
to the newsletter, go to http://www.hoosier-
ipl.org/sept_2017_newsletter. 

Help Needed With Children’s 
Christmas Story
Children’s Cluster is looking for someone 
to lead our children in sharing the Christ-
mas Story this year. The Christmas story 
could be told through simple acting and 
narrating (like it has been done in the past), 
singing and narrating, or other creative 
ideas. Please talk with one of the members 
of the Children’s Cluster if this is some-
thing you might be interested in!

–Children’s Cluster: Mikki Bowman, 
Kent Myers, and Amanda Stoltzfus


