9/11/16 “The Greatest Miracle”

Text: Matt. 14:22-36 (Dwelling in the Word) 1

l. Intro: This is the 4" week you’'ve heard this same Bible text:
You my feel like you know it pretty well

A. So what would you say is the most miraculous thing that
happens in this story?

1. Is it Jesus calming the storm? Perhaps.
2. No, it's Jesus walking on the water, right?

a) What’s more amazing or supernatural than that?

b) Except that if Jesus really was God in the flesh, then we might expect
God to be able to do such things

3. Or maybe it was Peter walking on the water for a short time
a) After all, Peter was very mortal and NOT God incarnate ...
b) So that’s pretty miraculous, right?
B. Well, | would have you consider whether the most miraculous

thing in this story doesn’t happen on the water, but happens in
the last 2 verses:

1. Read 35-36 (from The Message)

2. Actually there might be 2 other miraculous things going on here, if
we start from the end of the passage & then read back a little more

a) Did you notice in v. 36 that this appears to be a very passive healing
on Jesus’ part?

It says the people were begging to just touch the fringe of his robe!
(a) They weren’t asking for Jesus to say anything to them ...
(b) They weren’t asking for him to lay his hands on them ...
(c) They weren’t asking for his attention at all!

(d) They believed that just touching the fringe of his robe would
be enough to heal them.

And you know what? Apparently it was!

(e) This story is an unusual glimpse into the mass healings by
Jesus that we read about in the Gospels

(f) Almost all of the healings Jesus did, have him giving
personal attention to the afflicted person: Jesus looks at them,
talks to them, touches them .. .he personally engages with them
before and often after he heals them

(9) In this story we have no record of this. Apparently,
somehow by the power of God through him, Jesus had the
capacity to heal people passively!

(h) Even while he was busy doing something else, healing still
happened through him! Now that’s pretty amazing to me!
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b) But there’s another miraculous thing: it comes into view when you
recognize a familiar pattern here with Jesus in his public ministry

Look back earlier in v. 14, just before he feeds the 5K, and notice a
particular sequence of events:

(a) Jesus arrives in a new place by boat on the Sea of Galilee ...
(b) he comes ashore & crowds recognize him ...

(c) they spread the word that he’s there, bring sick people to him
for healing

Now the very same thing happens again in chapter 14 in today’s
story, only this time it’s 1% thing in the morning after their stormy
night out on the water ...

(a) Jesus & disciples land in a populated area called Genessaret,
so it’s no surprise there were people around ...

(b) immediately he is recognized, word of his presence spreads
like wildfire,

(c) soon he’s surrounded once again with needy people, the sick
& the lame and the demon-possessed

c) To me the miracle is that he doesn’t immediately get back on the boat
to escape those demanding crowds ...

the miracle is that he doesn’t suffer from “compassion fatigue”

If it were me I’d be saying, “I'm tired. I've healed my quota of sick
people for this week. How about if | just share a couple parables
with you, and we’ll call it good?”

3. The miracle that Jesus doesn’t give up on constant throngs of
hurting people tells us something about the incredible depth of His
loving compassion

4. It also tells us a truth about humanity that was as true 2K years
ago as it still is today: We all need healing (remember that ... we'll
come back to that)

II. We titled this series, “Itis | ... Come.”

A. You may have assumed this series would be all about the
“walking on water miracles”

1. This text has 15 verses, and almost all of them take place on the
water or involve a boat.

2. But the last 2 verses don’t involve water travel at all

a) They involve large crowds of people firmly planted on the land, and
all of them wanting to see and hear this famous rabbi Jesus

b) As I mentioned earlier, many of those folks were brought because they
had various afflictions that they hoped Jesus would heal them of
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B. Healing looks like a small part of this story, but it was one of
the major activities Jesus did

1. The Gospels are full of stories of Jesus healing people

2. Rather than listing a bunch of those, | just invite you to turn earlier
in Matthew to ch. 4: 23-25 (read)

a) Here is a summary of the 3 major parts of Jesus’ ministry: Teaching;
proclaiming/preaching; and healing.

b) Though all 3 are emphasized in the Gospels, I think it’s fair to say the
healing ministries got him the most public attention ... It was the healings
that made him famous among the common people

c) After all, if people only wanted to hear good teaching & preaching,
they wouldn’t go to the great effort to bring along sick & afflicted people.

3. So even though most of the story we’re dwelling with focuses on
the storm and how Jesus deals with it and the disciples, we shouldn’t
be surprised that it ends with Jesus responding to crowds seeking
healing.

You see, people come to God for a variety of reasons
A. Sometimes God truly is a miracle worker ... a master of
spectacle
1. Throughout the Bible we see God revealed in spectacular ways:
a) earthquakes, fire, thunder, the dividing of a sea

b) Inthe NT Jesus stories we’ve seen the ever multiplying loaves and
fishes, the calming of the stormy sea

2. All of these manifestations of God are impressive, and they all
are a true reflection of God’s power

3. Sometimes the “wow factor” of God doing big things in the world
really does play a part in why people turn to God

B. But ultimately, Jesus didn’t come to earth just to impress
people for God

1. Perhaps you remember the story of early in Jesus’ ministry, how
Satan tempted Jesus to be spectacular, to rely on stunts & miracles
... but Jesus refused those temptations to “wow” people into the
kingdom of God

2. Instead, he came to transform people: to heal them physically
and spiritually in the midst of their ordinary messy lives

a) The powerful transcendent awe-inspiring Jesus is ALSO the
compassionate one who cares about suffering people enough to do
something to alleviate their suffering.
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b) After all, what good is a spectacular mountain view and all the
amazing intricacies of God’s carefully woven creation IF your body or
spirit are so broken that you cannot even appreciate these things?

C. Jesus wasn’t the only one tempted to impress everyone
1. Far too often we do the same thing, especially at church:

a) We dress up nice ... we treat our family members nicer than we treat
them at home

b) We smile more in these 3 hours on Sunday morning than we smile the
rest of the week combined

c) We describe our personal life, our family, our finances as all “fine” ...
while inside we’re silently dying because it’s really a terrible mess

2. Here’s the irony:

a) the more “successful” we appear in worldly terms (comfortable living
... stability ... supportive family ... strong faith) ... the more tempted we
are to paste over the crap that’s in our lives!

b) We all need healing!

3. Compared to the religious leaders of Jesus’ day, who thought
they had God'’s way all figured out and under control, the common
people of Palestine were not too proud to seek out healing from an
unorthodox traveling rabbi

a) They came simply begging to touch the fringe of his robe!

b) What about you? Are you too proud to approach Jesus for the healing

that you know needs to come, even if other people don’t see that need?
V. | wish to share 3 important realities concerning
God, healing, & you

A. You can’t heal yourself!

1. The Bible tells us we have all sinned and fall short of the glory of
God (Rom. 3:23)

2. As long as you believe you can heal yourself, then the God of the
Bible is of no real value to you

a) A purely self-help gospel is no gospel at all!

b) If you’re trying to white-knuckle it and somehow power through it on
your own, you’ve chosen to stay in the boat (or in the yacht, to use
Cindy’s image from last week)!

€) You may be safe in the boat for a while, but you won’t grow ... you
won’t find healing, & you’re more likely to keep finding yourself out in
stormy seas

3. You have to first admit a need for healing that comes from
beyond yourself
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B. Healing comes in many ways

1. Just as God does not always act spectacularly or on our own
sense of timing, God is not limited to the healing we want to see.

2. Although God can still do the apparently supernatural things we
call miracles today, there are many kinds of miracles

a) The intelligence and creativity God has given us humans over 2K
years have led to medical and technological developments that the
ancients would also have seen as miraculous.

b) Is God only present in some activity when we can’t explain it by any
other natural or scientific cause?

c) There are plenty of medical practitioners today who do not deny (and
indeed welcome) the power of prayer and religious beliefs as part of
healing processes.

3. As Christians, let us not consider prayers to Jesus for healing as
a magic potion with guaranteed efficacy

a) Our hurts and problems might not be instantly fixed or eliminated by
turning to Jesus ... God is still God, and we are not.

b) If every person got exactly what they prayed for, prayer would become
merely a selfish tool .. an instrument for manipulating God to our ends

4. Yet healing of some sort is always God’s deepest desire for us

a) Sometimes it’s our hardened hearts, our pride, our insistence on
making our own way through ... and breaking through THOSE things is
the healing God most desires to see.

b) At times our own resistance to God, our stubbornness, the nursed
wounds that we refuse to release, the personal dreams that we value more
than God’s will ... THESE are the real impediments to our own healing.

c. God uses other people for your healing

1. Healing is magnified in community. In fact, community is often the
catalyst for healing ... making possible some healings that would
never happen by ourselves

2. Connecting healing and community, Rabbi Josh Lobel shared the
following tale of a woman whose husband tragically passed away.
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[Now for those of us who haven’t grown up Jewish, we need to understand that there is a special loaf
of braided egg bread that Jewish people break and eat together only on the Sabbath and on Jewish

festivals. This bread is called challah.

So this despondent widow visited her rabbi and said, “l can no longer bear the burden
of my grief. The pain is too much for me. What prayers, what rituals, what cure do
you have to banish the sadness from my heart?” The rabbi thought and thought, and
finally, he spoke, “Bring me a challah from a home that has never known suffering.
We will use it to drive the sorrow out of your life.”

The woman set out immediately to search for this magical challah that would rid her
of her sadness. She came to a beautiful mansion and thought to herself, “Surely, the
people who live in such a place have never known troubles. This must be where the
precious challah can be found.” Steeling her nerves, she knocked on the door and,
when it opened, she saw a well-dressed couple who appeared not to have a care in
the world.

She introduced herself and said, “l am looking for a home that has never known
suffering. Is this such a place?” The demeanor of the couple suddenly changed. Their
faces fell, as they answered, “We are sorry. You have come to the wrong house, for
we have known the worst kind of tragedy possible. Our daughter died when she was
very young, and our hearts are still torn from her loss.” Shocked, the woman started
to leave, but then thought, “Who is better able to help these people than I, who has
had misfortune of my own?”

She asked for permission to enter their home to talk, and they gladly welcomed her.
They put out refreshments, some wine, fruits, cheeses, and, a freshly baked, golden
challah. And as they sat and ate together, sharing of the challah, they also shared
their feelings. They spoke of their sadness and their struggles, but also the many fond
memories they had of their loved ones and the joys they shared together. They spent
hours together, talking and reminiscing, until it was time to say goodbye. As the
woman was leaving, the couple invited her back whenever she desired to talk.

And as she walked home, she resolved to seek out those, who, like herself, were bent
with sorrow, so they could share each other’s burdens. And ultimately, she became so
involved in ministering to other people’s grief, she forgot about her search for a
magical challah. She never realized that her quest had already, in fact, begun to

drive the sorrow out of her life.
https://www.shirhadash.org/content/yizkor-healing-power-community-sermon (accessed Sept. 6)
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3. God uses others for our healing

4. In April of 2014 | received in the mail an unexpected handwritten
letter from an Elkhart County Jail inmate named Doug Cuney.

I had no idea who he was or what he wanted from me, but | was blown away by what he wrote.

With his permission I’m sharing part of it with you.
Dear Pastor, | want to tell you about a special gift I received.

Just prior to my arrest, | was a complete shell of a man. Death was literally around the corner
and | welcomed it with open arms. | was then incarcerated. | became bitter and felt that God had
no right to have kept me alive. |1 was now stuck with my miserable existence. | had lost
everything and everyone in my life. | went from a six-figure a year lifestyle with friends and
family to just owning a pair of jeans, one shirt and one pair of shoes.

As time slowly progressed, Christ started to reach out His mighty hand to me. | started to pray. |
fell to my knees in my cell and cried out, “Father please, I’'m sorry. Please make me whole
again.” I started to cry like a little child and something inside of me changed. I felt complete
surrender, so I said, “Lord, I give you me ... all of me to do your will. Please lead me. Please
guide me.”

I felt complete acceptance about my life. Isaid, “Lord, I have done wrong and I deserve
whatever comes my way. [ will no longer be bitter. I will accept things with open arms.”

| did not have any visitors and no one wrote to me. Although our Father was with me, | felt
abandoned by all I loved. I was lonely but I accepted it. | was OK. Then out of the blue came,
“Mr. Cuney, you have a visitor.” I think my cellmates were as amazed as I was.

There sat an older gentleman with a warm smile on his face. He told me how much Jesus loves
me. He said that he also loved me, and that | have a large family out there who are willing to
pray for me, accept me and will be there for me when I get out, to worship our Lord with. A
warm rush came over me, nothing like I’ve ever felt before. I was so overwhelmed I began to
cry. It wasn’t a cry of desperation but, well it’s hard to explain. Maybe it was a cry of joy, a
realization of knowing that I wasn’t going to have to be alone anymore. Whatever it was, |
believe it was a gift from our Lord and I’'m thankful.

Since that day my life changed. As God reached out His hand towards me, He handed me a
beautiful church, a loving family and a new brother in Christ | call my friend. [By the way, that
brother in Christ from Waterford is Russ Hochstetler. Doug’s letter continued ...] The prayers
and letters from my new family have given me hope and love. The blessings and miracles that
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have happened to me are a testimony all their own.

[The letter eventually concluded,]
Your new member, friend, and brother in Christ,
Douglas Lawrence Cuney

a) Thanks to the miracle of our Lord Jesus never refusing a hurting
person who come to Him, Doug keeps connecting with Waterford as his
schedule allows, and he does so reunited with his wife Joyce!

b) Thanks to God for Russ’s openness to be a channel of God’s healing

€) And thanks to the Spirit’s prompting within Kirk Martin to mention
Doug’s name to Russ for a possible visit

V. Conclusion

A. As we dwelt in the Word these past 4 weeks, with Jesus’
disciples, we were challenged to ...

1. Come away for prayer and rest, as Jesus did
2. Face our fears, in the presence of Jesus AND
3. Follow Jesus beyond our comfort zones

B. Now today | invite you to identify with the crowds of hurting
people who didn’t wait for Jesus to come to them

1. They came and found healing by touching the fringe of his robe
2. What is pushing or nagging at you to touch the fringe of his robe?

3. We all need healing ... we just try desperately to cover up that
fact ... Will you be courageous and humble enough today to let
Jesus and others who serve Jesus accompany you on the path
toward healing?

4. After our song of response, you'll have a chance to symbolically
do that

C. Prayer:
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on us. Melt us, mold us, fill us and use us!

In each heart today, show us what it is that still needs your healing ... what it is that binds us
mentally, physically, emotionally and robs us of your peace: the physical hurts ... the crippling
anxiety ... the depression ... the addictions ... the low self-esteem ... the grudges we hold and
broken relationships ... whatever it is, Lord, bring us to the place to be willing to release it to
you.

Bring into our lives and awareness the people who can help make your healing happen by
providing us resources, by guiding our direction, by keeping us accountable. Heal us,
Immanuel, here we are! We wait to feel thy touch. Amen.
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Instructions for ritual:
Spread out over 5 locations in the front and one in the rear of the sanctuary are hundreds of
squares of cloth, lovingly cut by Sharon Swartzendruber. They have varying colors, patterns and
textures. These pieces of cloth will not magically bring about the healing you desire, but they can
be a reminder to you today and in the coming weeks of Jesus as our ultimate source of healing.

As we will hear music, | invite anyone of any age, children or adults, to go to one of these 5
stations. Choose a piece of cloth that may soothe your soul and remind you of Jesus’ healing love
for you. When you feel needy or in pain, let the appearance and the feel of the cloth draw you
back to Jesus. Maybe you want to keep it on your fridge, or at your bedside or in your car,
somewhere you’ll see it regularly. ...

And if God brings to your mind a person or a group that you could confide this healing you
desire, don’t delay long to talk to them. They could be just the channel God wants to use for
your healing!

Come, touch the fringe of his robe!



