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Winter Worship Series

Question: When is a large piece of colored cloth, or
a small plastic rectangle more than just some cloth or
plastic? Answer: When it’s a flag, or a driver’s license.
Then it becomes a symbol of something far more potent
than merely the materials from which it’s made. Often
taken for granted in our daily lives, symbols matter, and
they have power in our lives.

Nestled between Epiphany and Lent this year are
five Sundays, one of which, on Feb. 11, will give us the
privilege of Goshen College’s Parables Group leading
our worship services. For the other four Sundays, from
Jan. 14 through Feb. 4, we will have, in effect, a primer
on a few basics of the Christian faith from an Anabaptist
perspective. Our series, called “Book, Bath, Table and
Time,” draws inspiration from a 2007 book of the same
title, authored by Fred P. Edie, one of Pastor Katie’s
seminary professors at Duke Divinity School.

In this series, we will examine four of the most
basic symbols of the Christian faith, almost universally
recognized as essential by all Christian traditions: the
Bible; baptism; the Lord’s Supper; and the Christian
year (or liturgical calendar). Although these items
are valued by all Christians, in this series we will
review why they matter to us today, from a particularly
Anabaptist perspective. A key question we will ask
in this series is: “What symbols are we allowing to
significantly shape our lives?” It is our contention as
pastors that healthy Christian formation and identity
must draw deeply from all four of these symbols.

The following table summarizes the basic elements
of this series, although we will not actually address
these symbols in the sequence of the title:

Date Theme Preacher | Possible Bible
Texts
Jan. 14 | Bath — Cindy Matt. 28: 18-20
Baptism Voth Rom. 6:1-11
1 John 5:6-8
Jan. 21 | Time — The | Katie Exo. 20: 8-11
Christian Misz Deut. 6:4-9
Year Eccl. 3:1-8
Heb. 10:23-25
Jan. 28 | Table — Velma 1 Cor. 11:17-33
The Lord’s | Swartz Matt. 26:17-29
Supper John 13
Feb. 4 |Book — Neil 2 Tim. 3:14-17
The Bible | Amstutz |Isa. 55:10-11
Heb. 1:1-4
Ps. 119:103-105

Donated Books for WMC Library

Flowers for Sarajevo by John McCutcheon. Based on
real events of the Bosnian War, John McCutcheon tells
the uplifting story of the power of beauty in the face of
violence and suffering. The story comes to life with
the included CD in which cellist Vedrum Smailovic
accompanies McCutcheon and performs the melody
that he played in 1992 to honor those who died in
the Sarajevo mortar blast. This is a picture book, but
appropriate for children and adults.

Dying to be Free: A Healing Guide for Families
after a Suicide by Beverly Cobain and Jean Larch.
Honest, gentle advice for those who have survived an
unspeakable loss, so healing can begin. Surviving the
heartbreak — you don’t have to go through it alone.

Awakened: Change Your Mindset to Transform Your
Teaching by Angela Watson. Designed to deepen
Christian teacher’s understanding of the principles in
the book awakened, this devotional guide elaborates on
what God’s word has to say about renewing our minds.
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Losing My Breath: From Loss to
Transformation by Cindy Weaver. This is
an authentic account of the loss of a child.
It is a walk from deep grief to joyful living
and the weaving in and out of healing and
brokenness in an unpredictable dance.
Through explorations and journal entries,
the author takes the reader on a journey
through many faces of loss including grief,
forgiveness, anger, holidays and healing.

Glimpses of Heaven: True Stories of Hope
and Peace at the End of Life’s Journey
by Trudy Harris. Tender, heartbreaking,
and eye-opening, this book gives you an
intimate look at the final thoughts, words,
and visions of terminally ill and dying
people. Through the eyes of former hospice
nurse Trudy Harris, you’ll experience more
than forty true stories that paint a reassuring
picture of life’s end.

The Counterfeit Caper by Carole Jefferson.
Book 10 of the Silver Peak Series.

Time to Apply for Mennonite
Education Funding for the
2018-2019 School Year!

MEF applications are being e-mailed out
this week for Waterford Mennonite Church
students attending Mennonite schools next
school year (4th grade through college and
seminary). Applications are due on February
28. Applications can be turned in to Karen
Hostetler via the church office mailbox or
emailed to karen@waterfordchurch.org.
Please contact the MEF committee with any
questions.
—The MEF committee: Merrill Gingerich,
Helen Bowman, Gordon Bontrager,
Glenn Reinford, Katie Misz
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At the end of the calendar year, the giving to ministries at Waterford total is $563,314. that is above
the YTD budget of $556,535 and the prior YTD giving of $546,428. We are 35 weeks or 67% into
the fiscal year and have received 68% of our budget. If giving trends continue as they have been
over the past five years, we should be on pace to fully fund the budget by the end of the fiscal year
which ends April 30, 2018. Thanks for your continued support of the ministries at Waterford.



