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Delegate Reports from Indiana-
Michigan Mennonite Conference

Timothy Burkholder: The annual conference sessions of
the Indiana-Michigan Mennonite Conference were hosted
by the southern area Mennonite churches (CAMFell) at
First Mennonite Church and Emmanuel Living Christian
Church. I appreciated having the sessions follow the theme
of shared spiritual practices as part of “Renewing a Vision.’
This included worshipping God, practicing prayer, fasting
and generous giving, accepting and offering hospitality,
studying the Bible with neighbors and strangers (including
Jewish representatives), and practicing peacemaking. Our
corporate times were Spirit-filled and were void of great
tension.
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Gary Chupp: Conference had a different feel this year,
with more focus on spiritual practices and less on routine
business. The idea of “renewing of our minds” was geared
towards not only our own spirituality, but also applied
directly to IMMC. Table groups felt a little more optimistic,
with a greater emphasis on congregations that have decided
to stay with IMMC rather than congregations that have
chosen to leave. There was a lot of sharing about how our
own congregations have implemented our shared spiritual
practices in our local communities.

Esther Farmwald: The worship services were especially
meaningful to me. We focused on Romans 12:1-2. I first at-
tended a seminar: Old Testament Roots to Help Understand
Romans 12. A new understanding for me is that prayer in
the New Testament becomes a substitute for sacrifices in
the Old Testament. In worship, we heard many times about
the renewing of our minds: Don’t let the world around you
squeeze you into its own mold, but let God remold your
minds from within.... Be a new and different person with

a fresh newness in all you do and think.... Don’t become

so well-adjusted to your culture that you fit into it without
even thinking. Instead, fix your attention on God. You’ll
be changed from the inside out. We are to be transformed
by the renewing of our minds, then we will be able to test
and to approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and
perfect will.

New Attenders: The Horning Family

Natives of Pennsylvania—M ichelle from Perkasie, Chad
from New Holland—the Hornings have lived in Goshen
for the past 20 years. After graduating from Goshen Col-
lege, they spent a few years working and attending gradu-
ate school in Pennsylvania and Maryland before return-
ing for Michelle to teach in the Business Department at
Goshen College. They arrived during the summer of 1998
just in time to experience the 4-H Fair parade passing
close to their house on Washington Street. Chad works at
Everence, where he’s been for nearly as long.

Dylan, 15, will be a sophomore at Bethany, where he
plays trombone and soccer. His parents have learned that
there is not one “season” for soccer, just different jerseys,
teammates, and locations all year ‘round. He’s made
friends both near and far through these experiences.

Eva, arising 7th grader at Bethany, loves her squad of
school friends, playing a range of sports, and playing cello
in the orchestra. She is game for trying new foods at least
once and for using YouTube videos to help her dad do
simple home and auto repairs. She’s a maker that creates
all sorts of food, home remedies, and other elixirs.

Michelle loves Ivy (the family pup), gardening, cook-
ing, getting things done, winning, summer, and quiet
moments on the back porch. Chad enjoys biking, soccer in
all forms, reading, crossword puzzles, winter, waking up
before anyone else in the house, and coftee.




One Service

We will continue
with one service
through Sunday,
Aug. 19.

Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale

The Michiana Mennonite Relief Sale is fast ap-
proaching! Plan to attend the event on Septem-
ber 21 and 22.

Quilt Auction: Donate quality large quilts,
baby quilts, wall hangings, comforters. Contact
Helen Glick at helenliechtyglick@yahoo.com
or 330 763-4980.

Online Auction: Donate handmade art
pieces, collectibles, memorabilia, handcrafted
furniture, home décor, lawn/garden equipment,
outdoor recreational items, etc. Purchase and
donate a gift certificate from an area restau-
rant, business, or service (must be a minimum
value of $50). Creating themed gift baskets to
donate is a fun activity for a Sunday school
class, small group, or ministry group. Dona-
tions to the Online Auction must be received
by Friday, Sept. 7. We are not able to accept
donations during the sale weekend. To donate,
contact Jep Hostetler at hostetlerjep@gmail.
com or 574 537-3762. Items must be new
with the exception of unique collectibles and
antiques, and must have a minimum value of
$50. All items will be on display at relief sale.
All donors will be recognized!

Here is a rare opportunity! An Allis
Chalmers tractor, Model G with serial number
2244 built in 1949 (which was the first full
year they were made) will be sold at this year’s
Online Auction. The tractor is in very good
running condition and comes with the cultiva-
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Cindy and Lydia Voth enjoy the wide open spaces of the Grand Tetons.

tor attachment. The donor cultivated with it as
recently as last year. Bid online at
charityauction.bid/MCCsale2018. Bidding
opens Friday, Sept. 14, and ends at 11 a.m.
Saturday, Sept. 22.

The Sewing Box at the Relief Sale is a
great place to donate fabric lengths, extra
skeins of yarn, quilt blocks, quilt or craft
books, magazines, quilt patterns, stencils
and frames, unfinished projects, quilt tops or
blocks, embroidery floss, and sewing no-
tions. Contact Anita Snyder at 574 642-4422
for more information or to arrange pickup, or
bring your items directly to the Sewing Box
building on the sale grounds on Friday morn-
ing, Sept. 21.

Wedding Reception Invite

Mariah Martin and Nick Bouwman will be
married July 28 in Colorado. You are invited
to a Goshen-Elkhart area reception hosted by
their parents, Jan-Gerrit and Wanda Bouw-
man and Lauren and Kim Martin, on Saturday,
August 18, 2018, at Prairie Street Menno-

nite Church (1316 Prairie Street, Elkhart, IN
46516). The open house reception will be held
1-4 p.m. in the church fellowship hall. If you
would like to attend, RSVP by August 1 to
Wanda Bouwman at jgb30@comcast.net or
leave a message at 630 639-6561. If you can
make it, we would love to see you there! Visit
Nick and Mariah’s wedding website: theknot.
com/us/mariah-martin-and-nick-bouwman.
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Learning to Know Our Senior Adults: Jeopardy Game Show
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Occupations

(above left) Emcee JE Misz; (above right) contestants Lorraine Reinford and Vyron
Schmidt; (below) contestants Tyler Daniels, Rachel Hochstetler,and Lorna Claassen.

Emcee JE Misz
and contestants
Denise Diener,
Jane Detweiler,
Carolyn Chupp,
Leon Farmwald,
and Dwight
Kauffman look over
categories on the
board: hobbies,
immigrants,
teachers, cooking,
and occupations.



Next Issue

There will be no
Buzz next week.
The next issue will
be Sunday, July 29,
with a submission
deadline of July 23.
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Seekers Class
by Janette Yoder

The Seekers Sunday school class is appropri-
ately named as we see ourselves as “always
seeking to learn” in an effort to expand our un-
derstanding of what faith means for us at this
time in our lives. The class has grown in recent
years to around 45 members with approximate
ages of mid-60s to mid-70s. Others attend our
class when we do a special study.

Our class enjoys various learning methods,
including interesting book studies and recently
a reflective study of Psalms that have helped
us see scripture in new ways. We have invited
teachers to help us understand world religions,
had presentations on current issues, and times
of “life story” sharing by class members. Each
class begins with sharing of personal happen-
ings and concerns followed by prayer.

Our class structure consists of a class co-
ordinator, a male and a female class shepherd,
and a curriculum committee of three who serve
on a three-year rotation. Jane Otto represents
the class by taking a plant to anyone facing
illness or loss. We have a class “kitty” for
expenses.

Our class likes to socialize together in vari-
ous settings. Class members sign up to plan a
special monthly gathering that might include
attending plays together, playing games, eating
special meals, or dreaming up other fun activi-
ties. Each month the men gather for breakfast
and the women for lunch attended by whoever
can come. Once a month in the summer, we
meet for Sunday school in a home or park for a
brunch and sharing.

The last several years our class retreat
has alternated between a weekend at Camp

Amigo—with a lot of time in nature and fun
time talking, playing games, putting puzzles
together, telling stories, and singing around the
campfire—and a sightseeing getaway. We have
been to Chicago for a religion tour, to Grand
Rapids for Meijer Gardens and Frank Lloyd
Wright home, and Indianapolis for the Capital
Building tour and Eiteljorg Museum. We plan
a time on Sunday to worship as a class or visit
a special service in the area. A trip to Detroit
included a service project as well.

Since many of us are retired, we have a lot
of time to pursue our love for travel and our
desire to visit family and friends from other
areas. So with more freer schedules, our class
room can be extremely full or less full depend-
ing on the schedules of class members.

Thanks from Darlene Miller

Dear church family: Thanks so much for the
beautiful floral arrangement, and for all the car-
ing, love, and concern from the church family
and pastoral staff.

Life is different, and what we had planned,
gone. So I’m learning to find direction from
God for my new normal.

Deep appreciation and thanks to the funeral
meal ladies, adjusting and traveling to a differ-
ent church to provide a wonderful meal for our
friends and family. They were so generous with
their time and love.

School Kits

There are about 40 notebooks available on
the table under the mailboxes for people who
are making school kits for Mennonite Central
Committee.
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Leroy mast, Delvon Yoder, Jim Gascho, Julie Zehr, Jon. Wieand, Karen Sommers, Sheldon
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Swartz, Jerry Golden, Janette Yoder, Mary Ann Wieand, Vyron and Elvina Schmidt,
Carolyn Kauffman, Mel Claassen, Diane Bodiker, Velma Swartz, Lorna Claassen, Dan

Bodiker, Becky Gascho, Mary Ann Miller.
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